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This thesis will inform viewers of the on-going issues 
with gentrification in the low in-come community of 
Kensington, Philadelphia. The intention of this project is 
to provide food, housing and income to the community 
members of Kensington. The unit that was selected is 
on the border of the low and high income bracket of 
Kensington. Attracting locals from Higher incomes 
will create a flow of capital and consistent sources of 
income to the community of Kensington. This will allow 
sustainability of income to the families in the area.

The Executive Summery:
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Kensington, Philadelphia has a long history of  violence, drug-use, and poverty. In the passed 
10 years things have changed so drastically, that there is very little evidence this could 
have ever happened here. The drive to renew this area and create a better environment 
has caused displacement of the long term locals. Due to the lack of affordability and 
economic disadvantages many of these people in the area have been forced to sell and 
move-out of their homes. 

Many locals in Kensington have unseen talents and skills that get lost in the daily struggle 
of hustling for money to get their next meal. With a lack of resources and the existing 
food deserts in Kensington people lose passion daily, but there is hope in helping the low-
income community of Kensington. 

Making a place that provides, food, work, and revenue to the community creates a cycle 
of economic growth, and solves the problems with food deserts. This allows the locals 
to remain living in their homes and benefit from the beautification of the neighborhood. 
With this development of a Food Market Residency, locals will be able to sell their food, 
art, crafts, etc. as a way of income while giving back to their community. 

Locals not only get to sell their goods but also live here creating a form of unity in their 
environment. This co-working space will allow the locals to work and afford their homes. 
With a communal space for learning, growing, and expanding, Kensington’s food market 
residency just might be the first to help solve the issues with gentrification. 

The Introduction:
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Literature
Review
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This literature review seeks to understand the past 
and present issues with gentrification in low-income 
communities.
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Overview 
Title 
The Impact of Gentrification: The Take-back of Low-income Communities 

Prompting Questions 
● What are the pros and cons of gentrification within the low-income community?
● How can we change the design process of gentrification to include the locals?
● What are other solutions for displacement when dealing with gentrification in

low-income communities?
● What is “Affordable” when dealing with up-and-coming development?
● How/What can the government do to help low-income families?

Topics of Discussion: 

Part 1: Introduction and Background 
History 

Meaning(s)  

Who/What/When/Where/Why 

Part 2: Specific Topics 
Displacement of the Locals 

Segregation by Race, Class, etc. 

Pros and Cons 

Homeownership Plead 

Government, HUD, PHA 

Part 3: Precedents and Relativity 
First Hand Experience 

Related Experience 

Part 4: Future Direction and Design Perspectives 
Interior Design Case Study 

Conclusion 
Part 1: Introduction and Background 
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Overview 
Gentrification dates back as far as the early 1600’s. King Henry the IV was noted 

to guarantee poor citizens the right to access housing in Nantes,   but housing 1

privileges were revoked by King Louis XIV and properties were sold to wealthy citizens. 

This was one of the first instances of ​Gentrification. ​ The process was not always 

referred to as gentrification;  ​embourgeoisement,​ ​haussmann, ​and​ improvements ​were 

the more recognizable terms of the time. 

 Gentrification is a term coined in 1964 by Ruth Glass; a British sociologist 

studying areas in London that had been invaded by middle and upper-class people. It is 

used to describe the redevelopment of dilapidated urban communities, accompanying 

the influx of more affluent residents, often displacing the less fortunate. Glass believed 

that once the process of gentrification started, it was a rapid downward spiral that 

continued to displace the working class community.  Glass originally focused on 2

residential housing and existing properties in the area.  

Meaning(s) 
Merriam Webster Dictionary defines gentrification as:​ the process of renewal and 

rebuilding, accompanying the influx of middle-class or affluent people into deteriorating 

areas that often displaces poorer residents​.   The definition of gentrification has 3

changed globally in the past 50 years. This phenomena is a fairly new social issue 

regarding design and architecture. There are several controversial issues with 

gentrification. Some researchers have viewed it as a form of removal of the working 

class in low-income communities, whereas others may focus on the economic growth 

1 ​ ​A Short History of Gentrification ​Neil Smith, 32 
2 ​The Social Background of a Plan: A Study of Middlesbrough​. Ruth Glass 
3 www.merriam-webster.com 
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within the area(s). There are a few key components that define gentrification that many 

other professional researchers can come to agree on. These integral elements are: the 

influx of capital, displacement of citizens, social character, culture, amenities and 

physical infrastructure.  4

Who, What, When, Where, Why 

Interior Designers and Architects have played a large role in the expansion of 

gentrification.  It is important to take note of the impact that design may have among 5

different communities.  New developments in working class communities should involve 

the communities’ input. The lack of effort to involve the local working-class has shown in 

the form of displacement.  

Displacement is viewed as an outcome of gentrification.  This may involve 6

kicking locals out of their homes by either: eviction, raised rent, property buyouts and 

even eminent domain.  As designers, it is crucial to understand this topic of 7

gentrification. Working together with the community may help develop designs that are 

inclusive of the locals; this may offer a solution for displacement while also 

accommodating the economic development of their communities.  8

Part 2: Specific Topics 

Displacement of the Locals 

4 ​The Gentrification Debates ​Japonica Brown-Saracino 
5 ​“Renovating an Industry”: The Expanding Role Of Interior Design In Times of Recession ​Erin Cunningham 
6 ​Why is Gentrification A Problem? ​ Stephen Sheppard 
7 ​Gentrification, Urban Displacement and Affordable Housing. . . ​Feldman, Justin 
8 ​A Short History of Gentrification ​ Neil Smith, 12  
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Displacement occurs when a local is removed from their area. Many times, the 

people displaced do not know where to go next, ending up in shelters or homeless.  9

Property values and taxes increase and, consequently force homeowners out of their 

homes. Often times, the redevelopment of these communities happens in segments; 

development may occur one building or street at a time. The nature of this 

reconfiguration of the neighborhoods can create a significant imbalance in aesthetics, 

virtually ostracizing the low-income residents that remain. This imbalance frames a form 

of present day segregation in the communities.   10

Segregation by Race, Class, etc. 
Many have heard the talk of mixed-income communities. In theory, this idea 

appears to be great. In actuality, usually the higher-income person is angered by the 

low-income person and visa versa ⏤ due to the respective decrease or increase in 

neighborhood value.  This then leads to class discrimination, causing inequality in the 11

communities. Mixed-income housing has been shown to be minimal, if at all existent.  12

Black, Latinx*  and Asian neighborhoods are predominantly targeted, but the 13

transformation of the two latter communities typically happens first. Black communities 

are last to be transformed due to prejudice and racial inequalities to include, but not 

limited to colorism.   14

Pros and Cons  

9 ​Insights into Housing and Community Development Policy ​Office of Policy Development and Research 
10 ​The Art of Inequality: Architecture, Housing and Real Estate ​Jacob Moore and Susanne Schindler 
11 Ibids,. 70 
12 ​Ibids,. 71 
13 ​Latinx​ is a gender neutral term often used in lieu of Latino or Latina   
14 ​The Cosmopolitan Canopy ​Elijah Anderson 
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 Although many believe there are pros to gentrification in the low-income 

community, others see the cons as more prevalent.  Not every low-income community 15

disagrees with gentrification; many want to take advantage of this opportunity to 

transform their neighborhoods. Some say the changes in the neighborhoods can lessen 

crime, increase community engagement, and an overall economic growth.  One 16

mission aimed at addressing the cons of gentrification is the development of affordable 

housing. This allows a person with low-income to live in certain areas of the new 

development by regulating the rent based on their income. However, studies showed in 

2015 that the average national housing wage for a two-bedroom unit was $19.35 while 

minimum wage was $7.25 ⏤which raises questions to the label, ​affordable housing​. 17

Homeownership Plead  
Homeownership was seen as the solution to the economic and social problems 

in the low-income communities.  The design of Stateway Public Housing proved 18

otherwise. This residential building was developed as a form of affordable housing for 

the low-income communities. It was advertised as a form of homeownership to end 

economic inequality and better the neighborhoods.  Many low-income people soon 19

became homeowners for the first time. To residents, everything appeared to run 

smoothly until structural and aesthetic issues began to occur regarding the building.  

Homeowners requested maintenance repairs; the revenue of the homeowners 

could not keep up with the lists of repairs. Soon the repair list became so grand, nothing 

15 ​The Art of Inequality: Architecture, Housing and Real Estate ​Jacob Moore and Susanne Schindler, 70 
16 ​Insights into Housing and Community Development Policy ​Office of Policy Development and Research 
17  ​The Art of Inequality: Architecture, Housing and Real Estate ​Jacob Moore and Susanne Schindler, 59 
18 ​Design for the 98% Without Architects ​Bryan Bell 
19 ​Ibids,. 167 
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could feasibly be done.  The insufficient amount of funding and income from the 20

community hindered this process. 

There was a realization regarding the lack of education that these homeowners 

had acquired. This lack of education prevented them from obtaining jobs and earning 

enough money to sustain their living. The building survived no longer than 5 years 

before its demolition.  21

Government, HUD, PHA 

Government policy makers, banks and lenders also play a key role in 

gentrification; they have been known to go hand-in-hand in the process.  Policy makers 22

have a set agenda on what they believe will make neighborhoods better. Many times, 

the government uses eminent domain to put forth with gentrification. This refers to the 

federal government taking over private property for public use.  Often times the 23

government ‘just’ compensates the previous home/landowner with no other options.   24

 Congress and many city housing authorities have tried to address the 

aforementioned daunting cost of repairs to the affordable units. Due to the growth in 

repair demands and the government’s inability to resolve this issue, there has been a 

loss in affordable units. Government stamps ​affordable housing ​on new developments 

in up-and-coming areas to make up for the loss in affordable units.  As previously 25

20 ​Ibids,. 169 
21 ​Ibids,. 168 
22 ​The Art of Inequality: Architecture, Housing and Real Estate ​Jacob Moore and Susanne Schindler, 60 
23 ​law.cornell.edu 
24 ​consitution.findlaw.com 
25 ​Hud.org RAD Rental Assistance Demonstration 
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mentioned, the term “affordable housing” is a misrepresentation to members of the 

larger population and their income statuses.  

Philadelphia Housing Authority (PHA) said ​the lowest of the low ​-income families 

home income is around $23,000 a year for a family of four.  Many times these families 26

are unable to afford their living expenses. Buyer clients target these types of families, 

presenting a ​lowball purchase offer​;​ ​convincing families to sell for a lower cost than the 

property is actually worth.  These families simply see an opportunity for revenue. Due 27

to a lack of knowledge they may have on the property value, they do not see the risk in 

selling their homes for a low cost; this in return causes them deeper economic 

problems.  28

Part 3: Precedents and Relativity  

First hand Experience 
The neighborhood I grew up in, Kensington, North Philadelphia is now an 

up-and-coming ​neighborhood. This was once hailed as one of the ​ most dangerous 

neighborhoods in Philadelphia; the neighborhood was riddled with drugs and crime.  29

Many of my friends were terrified to visit my home in fear of ‘getting shot.’ Now, 10 

years later a large majority of this neighborhood has been renovated and some of the 

locals have since been displaced. 

In 1998, my mother was offered to sell her home. At that time, she had owned 

her home for almost 20 years. She was knowledgeable enough about property value 

26 Pha.phila.org Public Housing  
27 ​The Art of Inequality: Architecture, Housing and Real Estate ​Jacob Moore and Susanne Schindler, 92 
28  ​The Promises and the Problems: Gentrification Philadelphia ​Earni Young 
29 ​Ibid 
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and understood that her property was worth more than they were offering. In an 

interview, when asked what she felt upon receiving an offer letter, she mentioned, 

“They said, ‘We are buying houses, are you willing to sell’ but I’m not selling. They just 

can’t kick me out like before, you know, because they don’t have the right to do it. They 

offer you better houses. They offer you to buy a house somewhere else because the 

houses here, they are going to be valuable they are going to be $300,000 and up. And 

that’s why they are offering people money to get their houses because they want to 

make this brand new. 

But they haven’t pushed me. Well, they wanted to buy my land too. You know that’s what 

it is, it’s like throwing you out. They want new people here. For me, that’s how I felt. It 

was like why they want us to move out when we have a good home here. They want us 

to move out and and throw away the old people.” 

Through the years,  she has experienced Kensington change before her eyes. 

My mother constantly remained involved in the community and wanted strongly to help 

better her neighborhood. She fought a strong and hard fight to get a large portion of the 

drug dealing and crime rates down on her street. With her involvement in the 

neighborhood-watch and connection to local officials, she was able to accomplish this 

goal.  

Related Experience 

In a TEDTalk video, a local from North Brooklyn talks about the gentrification in 

his neighborhood. He comes into conflict with a newcomer while trying to play soccer in 

what was once a public park. He was upset the park he once grew up playing soccer 
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now required reservation.  The newcomer was not understanding of the local. He was 30

very aggressive and forward in getting the local removed from the park for playing under 

his reserved time. 

The local from North Brooklyn discussed the major problem he had with 

gentrification.  Although, he discussed never having an issue with the changes, he said 

it was like a ​takeover ​of his neighborhood. He did not mind the changes at all because 

he saw it as a benefit to his community. He said, 

“. . . but once you start taking away what was once free for everyone to share in 

the community that’s when I have a problem with it. I try not to use the word 

yuppie, but these yuppies have privilege and I, as latino, don’t. The community is 

now private to people with money. So what happens with us?”  

He adds, 

“. . . the new people moved into this area and took over, changing things without 

permission of the local people.”  31

The experience of most locals interaction with gentrification seemed to be similar. 

They don’t mind the change, yet they don’t want to be treated any differently according 

to their status. 

Part 4: Future Direction and Design Perspectives  

Interior Design Case Study 
The Henry Street Settlement was a case study on home planning projects. The 

mission of this project was to investigate ways of improving the lives of the poor in the 

30 ​The Spatial Politics of Gentrification in North Brooklyn.​ Brian Martinez. TedTalk 
31 ​Ibid. 
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urban communities.  This was a unique social design that incorporated social workers 32

and interior designers to bring human needs to the forefront during the Great 

Depression.  In this study, researchers worked on understanding the living 33

environments of the poor in urban communities ⏤ exploring the floor plans of various 

apartments and housing units. The heart of the study was to on transform consumers of 

bad housing ​to consumers of ​good housing.   34

During the exploration of these homes, researchers notice the layout of these 

floor plans had a larger issue with structural wall placement rather than furniture 

placement. In spite of the problem, they approached the issue by trying both methods: 

rearrangement of furniture and reconstruction of the interior structure. They wanted to 

arrange the homes for a more moral and healthful manner.  The home planning project 35

gathered lots of information from their study with hopes that the United States Federal 

Housing Authority would use the findings for future projects involving public housing.  36

Conclusion 
 

The purpose of my research is to figure out a way of stabilizing neighborhoods to 

withstand gentrification and avoid displacement of lower-income residents. Creating a 

way of unity for the long term locals and the newcomers during the process of 

gentrification can help unite the neighborhood(s). Helping the locals understand the 

importance of protecting their investment in their neighborhood(s) and personal wealth 

can help the the neighborhoods revenue. By involving the community in the design 

32 ​“Renovating an Industry”: The Expanding Role Of Interior Design In Times of Recession ​Erin Cunningham, 94 
33 ​Ibid,. 92 
34 ​Ibid,. 96 
35 ​Ibid,. 95 
36 ​Ibid,. 100 
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process we hope to be able to understand the communities needs and avoid giving 

them unwanted changes. Enlightening the community on the sensitive topics such as 

race, class, and social inequality can help create peace in the community.  

 Redefining ‘affordable homes’ and understanding what is necessary for the 

low-income community can be seen as a design solution. These issues are important 

and personal to me and I aspire to gain a better understanding of gentrification and the 

affected communities. This will allow me to develop a design that better satisfies the 

low-income people in these environments.  I also believe this will help eliminate the 

occurrence of displacement and develop a better rapport with gentrification, creating a 

desire for development as opposed to instilling fear of change. 

  As a designer, it is important for me to involve the client as much as possible, 

especially when changing an entire community. Involving the community in the process 

of change to their neighborhood(s) will allow them to realize the importance of their 

opinion. Changing things can be uncomfortable to many people, so working together to 

understand that change can be good is key in my line of work. There can always be 

some good to come from change, so let's make good of change - the right way. 

18
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Site
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This site research seeks to understand the environments 
of Kensington and how the area has changed over 
time.

These site case studies seek to understand the needs 
of Kensington and the wants of the residents in the 
area.

This site has been selected based on the research and 
findings of the area.

21



Kensington was once called the “badlands” 
because essentially that’s what it was, bad 
land; it was a place where many avoided. 
The image on the top left is of my mother’s 
house. She’s lived here for over 30 years.

The image on the top right is of the new 
developing houses 2 minutes down the 
street from my mother’s home.

This area has a high population of low-
income residents. With the rise of housing 
cost many are in danger of displacement.

Mother’s House

Apartment Ad Income Data

Houses 2 Minutes Away

The Observation
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Today

8 years ago

Homelessness Crime Drug-use

The History

Kensington, Philadelphia has 
had a long history of drug-
use, crime, and homelessness. 
In less than 10 years, things 
have changed so drastically 
there is very little evidence 
that Kensington was once a 
disadvantage community.
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The ‘El’ Train

Front Street Cafe

The purple area is the area 
of focus. It consists of East, 
West and Olde Kensington 
with a small portion of 
Fishtown

The ‘El’ Train

Area of Study

Case Study

The Case Study
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The demographics of the food 
findings in each area.

Housing Facades

Bodegas

Little to No Changes

Amer. Chinese

Some Changes

Bars

Lots of Changes

Pizza

Coffee

Varying types

While working on the case study research I 
asked the community members all the same 
question:“If you had the opportunity to sell 
something where you can make money what 
would you sell?” All three people said they 
would sell some type of food they loved 
making. That led me to do some research in 
finding the types of food that each of these 
case study individuals had access to. I traveled 
along the line of transportation in search for 
the sources of food in the area. I furthered 
my research by defining the demographic 
changes in the area based on the looks of the 
housing facades.
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To stay true to the research of finding substantial 
food sources, I illuminated places that had little 
substance of food such as bars and coffee shops. 
This allowed for a better finding of substantial 
food sources available in the area.

In the red area the types of 
food available were bodegas, 
American Chinese restaurants 
and pizza places. There were no 
other varying food options in 
this area. 

The yellow area had fewer food 
options but more variations in 
food types. Almost every food 
establishment was one of its 
kind.

The green area had even more 
options than that of the red and 
yellow areas. With at least 10 
variations of food types and a 
plethora of locations, the green 
area exceed the expectation of 
food options.

Bodegas

Amer. Chinese

Pizza

Varying types

Food types in the red area

Food types in the yellow and green area
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The Site Selection

Understanding the lack of healthy 
foods in the red area and the 
needs of the low-income locals 
led me to picking the site. This 
site is predominantly on the 
demographic area with little to 
no changes. The Harbisons’ Dairy 
factory and the adjacent vacant lot 
provides a substantial amount of 
space to prove the design solution 
necessary when dealing with issues 
of food desert, housing cost, 
income and segregation of race 
and class.

Harbisons’ Dairy was originally a milk factory that 
delivered milk to the area twice a day as a source of 
food.

Site Location

Original Milk Bottle
Stood 40 ft Tall

Site compared to area of research
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Site Documentation 
Exterior

IndoorOutside

Original Logo Full Site Perspective

Outdoor Site East View

Main Entry East View

Outdoor Site West View

Main Entry West View
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Site Documentation 
Interior

Second Floor Rooms

Original Subway Tiles Sky Lighting

Open Area Wood Ceiling

Open Area

Original Barn Door

Main Entry 
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Original Site Fire Map

Axo of Building

Section Three Level Building Original Site Plan and Outdoor Site

Site Plan 
Documentation
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North Section

South Section

Key

Potential Floor Plan 1

Potential Floor Plan 2

Access to the interior was 
obtained after the schematic 
design stage. The potential floor 
plans were drawn based on the 
interpretation of the fire plans. 
No other plans of this site were 
found.
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Site Distance

The walking distance 
was an estimated 
average based on a 
steady pace according 
to Google maps arrival 
time. The furthest 
estimated time walking 
to the site was 10 
minutes. 

The driving distance was an 
estimated average based on the 
speed limit of the residential 
streets according to Google 
maps arrival time to the site. The 
furthest estimated time driving 
to the site was 4-7 minutes. Time 
varied due to traffic and hour of 
the day.

This map shows the site 
on the map in comparison 
to the demographics and 
radial time distance.

I revisited the site and took note 
of travel routes and distances. 
I went further out of the 
Kensington area to take note of 
the furthest possible distance 
one could travel.

Gaining a full knowledge of the 
site was important to understand 
because this site is intended to 
accommodate the low-income 
community in the red area. 

The travel routes noted were 
walking, driving, and public 
transportation. Biking time was 
not calculated due to low rates 
of biking preference from the 
red area.  

Time of Travel To Site

There were 3 bus routes, 
and the ‘El’ train with two 
stop options. The furthest 
estimated time via public 
transportation to the 
site was 15-20 minutes. 
Time varied based on 
transportation departure 
and arrival time. 
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of intent
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Statement of Intent 
 
Problem: 
 

Food Desert 
Housing 
Income 
Segregation 

 
Solution: 
 

Food Market with Options 
Eating Area for Community 
Gardens 

 
Residential Apartment 
Affordable for low income  

 
Community Workers 
Jobs for Residents 
Jobs for Locals 
 
Food Brings other areas in for money circulation 
 
 
 
 

This Unit will provide food, housing, income, and unity to the community. Attracting locals from 
higher incomes will create a flow of capital and consistent sources of revenue to the locals, 
allowing sustainability of income to the families in the area. 
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Thesis Redefine 
● Pros and cons
● Design process
● Affordable Housing
● Economic Development

Meaning 
Merriam Webster Dictionary defines gentrification as:​ the process of renewal and 

rebuilding, accompanying the influx of middle-class or affluent people into deteriorating 

areas that often displaces poorer residents​.  Some researchers have viewed it as a 1

form of removal of the working class in low-income communities, whereas others may 

focus on the economic growth within the area(s).  

Intention 

My intention is to work on redefining the meaning of affordable housing and 

pulling out the key components of gentrification intended for positive change. 

Plan of Action 

Working with the community is important to understand their needs in order to 

help them with economic growth and change for their area. We are going to focus on 

the key meaning of gentrification​ ‘ ​the process of renewal and rebuilding’ ​and are going 

to leave out the rest. Understanding the past researcher and avoid the negative impacts 

of gentrification by understanding the social characters, needs for different type of 

amenities, culture of the people and area. 

1 www.merriam-webster.com 

36



Benefits to the Community 

Creating a sense of community, working together with the community by 

involving, and interviewing as many people as possible. Offering solutions to these 

issues and listening to their stories. We want to help with economic development and 

bring people together while avoiding ostracization to the low- income community. We 

want to give the community what they want while understanding their needs without 

giving them things that are to be assumed they want. 

This will benefit the community by lessening crime creating a sense of 

community engagement and help the economic growth in the area. 

Design Idea  

Dwelling in area for low-income community that involves providing homes to 

families in need. Store that sells locals works of art, food, etc. while creating a place for 

hang-out and fun. 

37



38



39



Precedent 
Studies

40



These precedent studies seek to understand the 
environments of community residential living styles, 
and the benefits they gain from living in a communal 
environment.

41



St. Paul's Commons
Resources for Community 
Development

Purpose:

St. Paul’s Commons is a housing and 
resource center focused on creating 
a communal living environment that 
is not only beautiful but helps with 
community development.

Slide of Street View

Key Elements:

Community Center
 
Housing Above 

Community Center 
Bellow 

Green and Sustainable 

Affordable for Most

Keeping Environment 
Around

Slide of Entry View

Plan View
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Lion Creek Crossings
Hope VI Housing

Developments

Purpose:

Lion Creek Crossings is a housing 
community that focuses on creating 
a communal living environment 
involving all of the residence with 
neighborhood beautification.

Key Elements:

Safe Community

Town Housing

Various Units for Family
Size 

Division without 
Segregation

Community Accountability

Privacy

Slide of Entry View

Slide of Entry View

Plan View
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Original Layout
With No Change

Revised Layout
With Furniture Change

And Rearrangement

New Layout
With Structural Change

And Rearrangement

Henry Street 
Settlements

Purpose:

The Henry Street Settlement is a 
residential housing development 
focused on improving the lives of 
the poor in urban communities 
through social, cultural, and 
educational activities.

Key Elements:

Comfortable

Healthy Environment

Use of Space

Educating on Up Keeping

Henry Street Settlement helped dwellers arrange their 
interiors for a more moral and livable environment. They 
eventually developed into a resource and community center. 
125 years later The Henry Street Settlement is still going 
strong and has various locations in New York for the low-
income communities.

The floor plans below show the arrangement changes made 
in the residents home.
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Outdoor View Of Coffee Bar

Indoor View Of Coffee 
Bar

Interactive Coffee Bar 4 Ft From The Street

Elephant 
Grounds

Purpose:

The Elephant Grounds is a community coffee 
shop intended to interact with the surrounding 
environment. Its indoor-outdoor quality allows 
for people to flow freely in and out of the space. 
The emphasis on warm materials is used to create 
an interaction with nature. The open extended 
windows are also interactive allowing people to 
sit along the edge for more outdoor interaction.  

Key Elements:

Warm Environment

Interactive Seating

Indoor-outdoor

Engaging Chalk Walls 
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Case
Study
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These case study will seek to understand the 
dynamics of markets/restaurant(s) that involve 
the community in the space while providing 
food.
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Mariposa 
Co-op Market

Main Entry

Location centralized around the  residential 
neighborhood for community members 
convenience.

Help Desk

Humble materials used for 
a warm inviting space. 

Section of Future Renovations
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Help Desk

Small in size yet well organized 
making it easier for members 
to find items.

Observation:

Upon visiting the market, I noticed 
it had a well diverse demographic 
of customers, produce, products, 
and a great scene of community. 
Mariposa is a co-op market that 
works with their community 
members. Many of their products 
are from local areas of the city. The 
co-op members club is a program 
developed to give community 
members the chance to save on 
their shopping. Although small in 
size, the co-op market carries just 
about every essential product and 
produce necessary for a home. 

Current First Floor Plan
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Reading Terminal 
Market

Seating area

Community seating is centralized 
in a way of bring people 
together.

Market and Products

Main Entry

There are many ways of entering 
this market having no true main 
entry.
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Produce Area

The location of the produce is 
first seen at the main entry

Market Map

Observation:

Upon visiting the Reading Terminal 
I noticed the overwhelming 
amount of people. People of all 
types gathered around to order 
foods from their favorite vending 
pods. The variation in food 
options were endless. The Reading 
Terminal not only sells prepared 
food they also sell produce meats 
and many other house hold 
items. The Reading Terminal has 
a long history of bringing people 
together with food. This is clearly 
indicated at the seating area which 
was centralized for a community 
feel.
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Front Street Cafe

Main Entry

Entry revamped, remaining its 
original structure.

Indoor Bar

Humble materials used to 
maintain a clean warm look. 

Indoor Cafe

Food low in cost and accommodating 
to dietary restrictions.
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Community at Bar

Lacking diversity and sense of 
community

Outdoor Dinning

Location of outdoor garden 
facing residential living area 

Observation:

Upon visiting the Front Street 
Cafe I immediately noticed the 
types of people at this coffee 
shop. This coffee shop was not 
your typical coffee shop it was 
also a bar and restaurant.  Its 
location is 5 minutes down the 
street from the site selected. 
The Front Street Cafe is said 
to involve the community but 
what I noticed was something 
a bit different. I studied this 
place in further detail because 
of it’s location in the green area 
of my research in Kensington. 
Many observations were made 
at this site and can be read in 
the ethnography section. Field 
notes were also taken (found in 
appendix) for every visit to gain a 
better grasp of the environment.

55



56



57



Ethnography
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This ethnography seeks to understand the 
environment of the residents in the green area, 
by finding proof of any community mixing  from 
the red and yellow areas.
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Literature Review: 

Meaning 

 Gentrification dates back as far as the early 1600’s. King Henry the IV was 

noted to guarantee poor citizens the right to access housing in Nantes, but housing  

privileges were revoked by King Louis XIV and properties were sold to wealthy citizens 

(Smith, 1996).  This was one of the first instances of ​Gentrification.​ The process was 

not always referred to as gentrification;  the more recognizable terms of the time were, 

embourgeoisement,​ ​haussmann, ​ and​ improvements ​ (Glass, 2013). 

 Gentrification is a term coined in 1964 by Ruth Glass; a British sociologist 

studying areas in London that had been invaded by middle and upper-class people. It is 

used to describe the redevelopment of dilapidated urban communities, accompanying 

the influx of more affluent residents, often displacing the less fortunate. Glass believed 

that once the process of gentrification started, it was a rapid downward spiral that 

continued to displace the working class community (Glass, 2013). Glass originally 

focused on residential housing and existing properties in the area.  

The definition of gentrification has changed globally in the past 50 years, yet this 

phenomena is a fairly new social issue regarding design and architecture. There are 

several controversial issues with gentrification. Some researchers have viewed it as a 

form of removal of the working class in low-income communities, whereas others may 

focus on the economic growth within the area(s). There are a few key components that 

comprise gentrification that many other professional researchers have come to agree 
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on. These integral elements are: the influx of capital, displacement of citizens, social 

character, culture, amenities and physical infrastructure (Brown-Saracino, 2013). 

Changes 

Displacement is viewed as an outcome of gentrification ( ​Sheppard, 2011)​. This 

may involve kicking locals out of their homes by either: eviction, raised rent, property 

buyouts and even eminent domain (Feldman, 2014). Displacement occurs when a local 

is removed from their area. Many times, the people displaced do not know where to go 

next, ending up in shelters or homeless (Office of Policy Development and Research, 

2016). 

Property values and taxes increase and, consequently force homeowners out of 

their homes. Often times, the redevelopment of these communities happens in 

segments; development may occur one building or street at a time. The nature of this 

reconfiguration of the neighborhoods can create a significant imbalance in aesthetics, 

virtually ostracizing the low-income residents that remain. This imbalance establishes a 

form of present day segregation in the communities (Schindler, 2015). 

The concept of mixed-income communities in theory, appears to be great. In 

actuality, what is most commonly felt is the higher-income person is angered by the 

low-income person and visa versa ⏤ due to the respective decrease or increase in 

neighborhood value (Schindler, 2015). This then leads to class discrimination, causing 

inequality in the communities. Mixed-income housing has been shown to be minimal, if 

at all existent (Schindler, 2015). Black, Latinx  and Asian neighborhoods are 1

1 ​Latinx​ is a gender neutral term often used in lieu of Latino or Latina 
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predominantly targeted, but the transformation of the two latter communities typically 

happens first. Black communities are last to be transformed due to prejudice and racial 

inequalities to include, but not limited to colorism (Anderson, 2011).  

Although many believe there are benefits to gentrification in the community, 

others see the negatives as more prevalent (Schindler, 2015). Not every community 

disagrees with gentrification; many want to take advantage of this opportunity to 

transform their neighborhoods. Some say the changes in the neighborhoods can lessen 

crime, increase community engagement, and an overall economic growth (Office of 

Policy Development and Research, 2016). One mission aimed at addressing the 

negative effects of gentrification is the development of affordable housing. This allows a 

person with low-income to live in certain areas of the new development by regulating 

the rent based on their income. However, studies showed in 2015 that the average 

national housing wage for a two-bedroom unit was $19.35 while minimum wage was 

$7.25 (Schindler, 2015). This label, ​affordable housing ​is not inclusive of all incomes 

raising the question of what is affordable and to whom is it affordable for. 

Introduction: 

Neighborhoods in cities undergo constant change; some of these changes may 

benefit the neighborhood, creating economic growth and other times these changes 

displace a whole community of people. Communities of people in cities are being 

pushed out of their neighborhoods due to the redevelopment of their areas, inviting new 

people and places in their area. These new places are designed only to fit a limited type 

of demographic. This demographic is oftentimes upper class white folks.  
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Although the new developments in an area are not the ones to blame for these 

issues, they do have some effect on these changes in neighborhoods. The changes in 

cities of many underdeveloped neighborhoods has created a disconnect with the people 

who have lived there long term and the people who have just moved in. This catering of 

a different demographic of people has caused forms of gentrification within communities 

and cities. ​Understanding the new developing neighborhoods and being inclusive of all 

demographics can prevent displacement of long term locals. New developed 

businesses such as coffee shops have the opportunity of involving all types of 

demographics by creating a common place of unity.  

Methods:  

During my research I made observations as a regular customer understanding 

the environment in the café. Blending in was important while doing this ethnography. I 

participated in the café by becoming a customer. I also blended into the environment 

that is typical of the café; such as buying a drink, working on some type of device, or 

just simply eating.  

I studied this area for about an hour a visit, attending 5 times from January 17th 

through February 19th. Each visit consisted of a different focus. On the first visit, I 

studied the site and surroundings. Attending the site with initial questions in mind, I 

thought: who would be the person of interest for this site; did this site raise any 

concerns with ethical issues; what is the past and existing environment of the site. 

The second visit, I focused on the place, understanding the physical description, 

the construction of the building, the interior, the five senses of the surroundings and the 
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full experience of the cafe. The third visit, I studied the people, groups of people, roles 

of people, diversity and homogeneity of people, and the uses of the space. The fourth 

visit, I studied the content of the space, the influence the location had on the space, the 

impact of the environment on the people, and the demographics of the area based on 

the site.  

On my last visit, I observed in detail, searching for any additional information that 

I had on the site. I also payed attention to what was going on outside and took note of 

any repeating patterns. I personally did not allow myself to influence the site. This site 

was an evaluative case study to avoid any influence on the site allowing the dynamics 

of site to remain neutral (Orne & Bell, 2015). Little to no ethical concerns were in place; 

after entering the site, one ethical issue did appear. I questioned if I would experience 

some form of discrimination while with my girlfriend who is a woman of color. I felt this to 

be an ethical issues in fear of experiencing discrimination because of the 

disproportionate amount of mix demographics at this site. 

In addition I noticed the forms of transportation and how the people traveled in 

the area. The time and date, the weather and lighting of the sun. There were three 

forms of transportation near this site, the 15 bus, the trolley, and the EL train. This was 

important for the study, in order to understand how people arrive to this site. I also took 

note of parking availability and homes with parking spaces. The times I arrived to the 

site ranged from 2:30pm to 5:30pm on Fridays and weekends. The weather was 

inconsistent as well as the sunlight. This information helped me determine if the number 

of people at the site affected my research.  
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Results: 

Income and Housing Cost of Area 

In my prior experience of this site the dynamics of people has drastically changed 

in just five years. The Front Street Cafe was newly developed in 2016. What I noticed 

about this site is the quality of the interior did not match the quality of the outdoor area. 

The interior appeared to be of high quality and inviting, while the outdoor environment 

was old and dirty yet seemed to be in the process of development. When doing some 

research on the building itself I learned that this site is worth over $1 million (Atlas, 

2018). As I did further research of the area, I understood that the income varied from $0 

up to $65,000 a year and the median household income was $23,000 a year ( ​Census 

Reporter​, 2018).  

When I did research on the cost of housing in the area, most of these houses 

were on the market for higher than the affordability of the areas income bracket. One 

house further down the street from my site is being sold for $480,000 (trulia.com, 2017). 

An apartment right across the street from the site is being rented for $2,200 a month 

(zillow.com, 2017). In order to afford these places a person should make over $100,000 

a year in income. Only about 7-10% of the population in this area makes this amount of 

money a year (​Census Reporter​, 2018). The major differences in income brackets proved 

to be an issue with gentrification based on the housing cost and income ratio. 

As I research the cost of these homes, I too noticed a drastic amount of vacant 

land that seemed to be in a preparation phase of construction; this led me to believe 

there will soon be more houses to be developed. The drastic differences in housing cost 
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and neighborhood income rates prove to be disproportionate, potentially leading to 

displacement of low-income community members in this area. 

The Site 

This site proved to be comfortable and convenient for the residents in this area. 

The site itself was a very convenient area being close to transportation. If a person 

travels to work via public transit and is in need of coffee in the morning they are able to 

walk to this site quite quickly before getting on there train or bus. The cost of products at 

this site are cheap and affordable which brings people back more often. The interior of 

this site was also very inviting and physically comfortable to be in; this could be a driving 

force of returning customers. The food at this site was extremely flavorful with varying 

options for people's different diet types. While leaving the site on one of the visits I 

noticed an LGBTQ news paper stack; which proved that this site seemed to be inclusive 

of varying types of people, yet there still seemed to be a disconnect with the 

neighborhood and the site.  

People 

When I entered this site, I immediately had a flood of questions involving the 

dynamics of people. I wanted to know what type of person came here most often. I 

studied there look, style, and behavior to understand what their characteristics were like 

in contrast to the area. I also wanted to know if my girlfriend and I would be outcast and 

if people were looking at it us differently. I soon realized I was most concerned about 

the types of race and class at this site more than anything else.  
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As I observed through my hour of time there, I noticed very few people of color in 

the café. In total of my five visits there, I saw about 15 people of color. This may differ 

had I stayed longer than an hour a visit, changing the results of the study. This was 

important to know for my study because I was seeking to understand the type of 

demographic that was being catered to at this site. 

Neighborhood Dynamics 

Extending the study to observing the outdoor area around the site helped me 

notice differences between the customers that go to Front Street Café and the type of 

people outdoors. Although a majority of the people that were inside this site were 

white-appearing people, there was a slightly larger variation of people of color outdoors. 

The white population was still dominant in this neighborhood. Understanding this gave 

me more insight of the changes in dynamics of people in the area. 

When I went back for my last visit I wanted to further my research by 

understanding the area. What I noticed about the difference in the area were the type of 

people that were around the corner on Front st. and Girard ave. differed drastically than 

those on the corner of the Front Street Café. These corners were on the same block just 

opposite ends. Front Street Café is on the corner of Front and Thompson Street; this 

corner seem to have a different crowd then that of Front st. and Girard ave. I noticed a 

few people who appear to be on drugs of some sort. They were walking and slouched 

over. While on the other end of the street I noticed a man going into his apartment, 

whom I asked to park my car in front of his home. He appeared to be a man with wealth, 

based on the type of clothing he had on. He was wearing a business casual outfit as he 
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walked into his newly renovated apartment. I made this assumption about his attire 

based on the time I arrived to the site. I arrived around 5pm on a Friday which is often 

times when people come home from work. Unable to determine which person could or 

could not afford these homes in the area, I knew for certain the people slung over on 

drugs on the corner of Girard Avenue were not the ones renting or buying any of the 

homes in the newly developed areas. 

Surveillance 

Police surveillance was high at this site. The reasoning for high surveillance in 

the area can be a cause of the type of people seen on the corner of Front st. and Girard 

ave. The people on that corner may be intimidating to the residents of that area thus 

causing locals to call the police. The Septa transit police were also in the area 

surveilling. Every week I went, I noticed there were police on that corner. This 

surveillance creates an idea of protection to the people living in the area. I believe this 

amount of surveillance could be caused by the cost of housing and the type of people 

that live in this area, helping create a more desired place to go to. 

Transportation 

I remained consistent in going to my site during the early evening, yet every time 

I went there was a difference in parking. The first night I went there there was little to no 

parking. I circled around about three times to find a spot. On my second visit I went 

around the same time and there was tons of parking space in front of the site. This led 

me to believe that many people who come to visit this site area are the ones with cars, 

and the residents in this area may not own or want a car. The surrounding areas 

69



seemed to have had days when events were happening, causing an increase in people 

to come to the site and surrounding areas. 

This area has various forms of transportation including buses, trolleys and the EL 

train. The main source of transportation in this area is the EL train. This train takes you 

directly to either end of the city, with one of the main stops being Center City. This could 

possibly be a reason for parking availability. Some homes in the area either have 

parking garages or parking space in front of their homes. This could also have an effect 

on parking availability.  While finding parking at this site vary in difficulty, accessibility to 

other forms of transportation was significant. 

Analysis: 

My results show that this coffee shop lacked inclusion of people in the 

neighborhood. Although there were signs of potential inclusivity it struggled reaching out 

to to long term locals in the area. The coffee shop seems to have a lot of potential to be 

inviting to all demographic types because of the lack of discrimination I experienced. 

This site is in a convenient spot to travel to having potential to bring in many types of 

demographics. 

The observations of the neighborhood, the people, and the site proves strongly to 

be a type of gentrification happening in this area. The disconnect of the people within 

just a block distance and the people at the coffee shop appears to be normalized 

behavior, due to the different activities people may be doing in this area. With a large 

population of white people in the neighborhood there is a lack of diversity as well. The 

catering to people with wealth in this community is noticeable, due to the cost of 
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housing, surveillance of the poor and working class people, and the lack of inclusivity 

within the coffee shop.  

Discussion: 

Although I felt very little discrimination while at the site I believe the disconnect 

and the lack of inclusivity of the neighborhood has to do with some sort of 

discrimination of the people in the area. A study conducted to show the levels of 

discrimination in the housing market revealed that economic status was not the issue of 

fair housing. This study showed that even if black people progressed economically, 

discrimination was still happening based on the color of their skin (Massey & Denton, 

1993). Affordable housing was developed to help the people of color however, black 

people were still unable to obtain housing in established and safe areas (Massey & 

Denton, 1993; Anderson, 2011). This study proved that the discrimination happening in 

the housing market was based on skin color.  

This study led me to wonder if this could be why I did not see many people of 

color in the new developed housing around my site. Although the type of discrimination I 

believe was happening in the coffee shop was class discrimination, I strongly believe 

that race discrimination was happening across the street of my site within the housing 

market. The reason for my conclusion of this form of discrimination is due to the 

different types of people I noticed in the coffee shop and outside the site. 

People of color and low-income people continued to be discriminated on even in 

their own neighborhoods, which continues the cycle of racism and segregation (Lipsitz, 
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2011). White people still have power over all races in society and the masses still cater 

to them.  

Planners and developers continued to create the shift in cities; the relocation of 

people is persistent (Logan, 1976). Gentrification happens in communities that were 

once considered ghettos, creating a disparity in the affordability of housing (Orne, 

2017). The rise in housing cost induced relocation to residents that have been in their 

communities long term. Although the coffee shop did not prove strong evidence to 

displacement, it did show a lack of inclusivity of the locals in the area which makes me 

wonder if the long term locals have been displaced. This study led me to believe that my 

site location was undergoing some changes without the consent of the people in the 

neighborhood. A new dynamic of people are coming into this area and continuing 

change excluding many of the people that have already lived there.  

With the Front Street Café only being there for two years there has been a 

continuous force of change in the area. Change in an area that was once lacking 

sources can be an excellent uplift to the neighborhood, however if this change is non 

inclusive then it only creates disparity amongst the neighborhood. Although it is 

unknown if this lack of inclusion of the neighborhood is because of the coffee shop, 

what is known, is this area started to change just a little over five years ago. What I can 

conclude is that these changes to the area have created a shift in class status causing 

discrimination amongst classes which then leads to a lack of inclusion of long term 

locals going to the coffee shop. 
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The coffee shop can avoid this discrimination of classes happening with in the 

area by being more inviting to people of the low-income community. Front Street Café 

seems to want to be inclusive yet they struggle with being inviting to people of different 

class status and racial background. From what I observed the coffee shop host various 

events; they can use this opportunity to also host events that are inclusive to long term 

locals and low-income people creating a more united space for people of all 

backgrounds. 

Conclusion: 

The location around the Front Street Café has changed drastically in just a 

matter of five years. The dynamic of people has also changed throughout the years in 

this area. The changes are causing a catering to the new demographic of people in this 

area. This is creating an unfair and unequal environment to those on the other side of 

the street near the Front Street Café. The lack of inclusivity of people in the 

neighborhood invited to the coffee shop is creating a form of segregation and 

discrimination amongst the community.  

Although I believe the Front Street Café was inviting and lacked discrimination 

towards my girlfriend and I, it is important for them to take notice of this lack of 

inclusivity towards the long term locals and low-income people in the area. The Front 

Street Café has the potential of being a place of unity for the community. Not 

understanding the segregation of classes of people and discrimination towards another 

class of people just leaves the door open for continued displacement of low-income 

community. This will just help continuing gentrification of the neighborhood.  
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Design 
Strategies

Probes
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These design probes were implemented to 
understand scale and material use.
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Material Probe

Bamboo flooring Faux Leather Steel and Metals

Faux Gold Plywood

Materials will be selected based 
on affordability. The types of 
woods and other materials found 
at the site will be reused and 
refurbished if possible. Some 
materials will be used based 
on their sustainable quality and 
other will be used based on their 
durability. Materials selected for 
the market space are intended 
to have humble quality to them. 
The residential materials are 
intended to have a luxury feel 
yet also be cost effective.
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Scale Probe

Plan View

Elevation

The “Join Me!” Project was a design 
probe to understand the ways we 
can start to bring neighbors and 
community members together. 
The concept behind the benched 
seating unit was to unite the 
community members that were 
facing housing facade issues while 
living next to a newly developed 
home. This project idea is 
intended to avoid discrimination 
and segregation with low and 
high income people.
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Program
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This program will seek to solve the issues of food 
deserts, income, stability and affordable housing.
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Food Market Area 
• Local Products
• Fruits
• Veggies
• Can goods
• Dry goods
• Hot/Cold foods
• Sweets/salty 

Furniture/Structure 

Garden 

Housing 

Other 

• Refrigerator
• Stands
• Counter
• Shelving
• Eating in area
• Tables
• Cashier location
• Stocking
• Storage
• Info desk

• Seasonal Plots
• Composting
• Hosing station
• Sharded plots
• Art
• Seating

• One bedroom at 500 sq ft
• Two bedroom at 750 sq ft
• Large family at 1000 sq ft

• Office space
• Back of house
• Kitchen
• Outdoor/indoor Restaurant 

Master List
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Program In Site

The first floor will be used primarily for the food 
market while secondarily hosting the residential 
amenities. The outdoor space will host the public 
and private garden as well as provide a seating area 
for eating and gathering.

The second floor will be used primarily for the 
residential living, providing a private sanctuary for 
residential gathering.

The third floor will also be used for the residential 
space, expanding the square footage of some 
apartment units.

Floor 1

Outdoor Eating

Food Market

Garden

Amenities

Residential Area

Floor 2

Floor 3
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Residential 
Entry

Reception
Desk Community 

Room

Amenities

ExitElevator
Vertical 

Circulation

Mail
Room

Garden
BOH

Private 
GardenPublic

Garden

out door
eating

Prep Foods

Eating
Area

Market
Area

1
Freezer 
Fridge

Produce

Market 
Entry

Market 
Area

2

Amenities

Cashiers Permanent 
Local 

Products

Vending
Stations

Market

Residential

Design Concept

Parti

Thesis Statement

Concept Words

The H  will provide food, housing, income and unity to the
community. Attracting locals from higher incomes will create a flow 
of capital and consistent sources of revenue to locals which allows 
sustainability of income to the families in the area.

Food

Income

Unity

Community
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End Start

End

Start

Circulation 

Community Gathering Theory

The community gathering 
theory map is intended 
to show the possibility 
of what the market may 
look like when people 
from the red, yellow and 
green communities come 
together at the food 
market residency.

The circulation map is intended 
to show the varying ways of 
getting into the food market 
residency. This map only shows 
two of the many options for 
circulating through the space.
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Business 
Plan

90



This business plan seeks to use branding and 
marketing to create a cohesive design for The H.
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Business plan 
Harbison Dairy Factory (Food Market Residency) 

Executive summary:​ The intention of this project is to provide food, housing and income to the 
community members of Kensington. The unit that was selected is on the border of the low and 
high income bracket. Attracting locals from Higher incomes will create a flow of capital and 
consistent source of income to the community of Kensington.This will allow sustainability of 
income to the families in the area. 

Mission: ​Uniting communities of different backgrounds and class status with the common 
likeness of food. 

Purpose​: The HDF (Harbison Dairy Factory) will provide food, housing, income and unity to the 
community and consistent source of revenue to locals. 

Target Market: ​Community members of the Kensington area both low and high income 

Products Services:  ​hot foods, local products, handmade products, farmed produced, 
produced grown in the local garden, household products. etc.  

Research Demo: ​red communities (little to no new changes in neighborhood), yellow 
communities (some new changes to neighborhood), green communities (large amounts of 
changes to neighborhood).  

Interest: ​Local CDC have interest in the Harbison Dairy Factory (Food Market Residency) and 
city officials.  

Budget: ​2 million dollars 

Competition: ​Fine Fair supermarket, Cousins Supermarket 

Defined Them: ​Low quality produce, household name products, mass production. 

Strengths And Weaknesses: ​strengths: been around for years still going strong. Weakness: 
low quality doesn’t provide freshness needed  

Differences: ​HDF will be a locally based food market offering more variations of foods that will 
not be sold elsewhere. Produce will be locally grown and there will be a food share program. 

How We Can Work Together: ​The other markets and HBD can work together as a team to 
bring to community together on days like national healthy food day or community gathering fairs. 
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Human Resources: ​HR will help find locals in the neighborhood in need of a job and housing. 
Those in most need will get an opportunity to get extra support by working and living in the HDF. 
HR will also work on scouting workers for just the HDF portion of the program. 
 
Staff:  
Program managers for each section of the market  
Team leaders to help assist Program manager 
Core Members will be incharge of each section given by the Program Manager. 
Section of the market: dairy, baked goods, dry goods, produce, local goods, freezer good and 
all around good sections, along with back of house and cahiers sections. 
 
Pay:  
PM-$25 
TL-$17 
CM-$13  
Experience: 
PM- Managerial experience, Leadership experience, people skills, friendly and patient  
TL- Leadership experience, teamwork skills 
CM- Leadership experience, organizational skills 
 
Vendors And Suppliers: ​Vendors local makers and growers. Suppliers fair trade  
Outside Sources: ​other suppliers such as household products  
Regular Basis Supplies:​ produce dairy local suppliers 
Vendors In Rotation:​ outreach to weekly rotating vendors   
Permanent Vendors: ​Based on request and buyer permanent vendors are put into place.  
 
Communicate Important: ​important to understand the unity of community aspect of the HDF 
culture  
Understand Demographics And Needs: ​Training of staff on demographics and sensitive 
issues that may arise.  
 
Operation: ​monday-sunday open from 9am-8pm  
Running The Business: ​PM and TL will be in charge of their own section and how it runs. 
There will be bi weekly team gatherings and community feedback on improvements.  
Getting The Job Done: ​Everyone works together to get the job done there will also be 
volunteers that get the opportunity to help out as well.  
Remaining True To Mission And Vision And Purpose: ​Biweekly trainings will be a constant 
reminder of the vision and mission of the HDF. 
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Definition of problem 
Gentrification 
Job loss in income 
food deserts 

Desired end state 
Food market 
housing  
Work 

Stakeholders 
Kim montes founder 
local working residence 
community members 

Importance 
bringing communities together 
Stop and preventing gentrifications negative 
effects 

Person to take on 
Research 
family and friends  
communities 

Partners with a skill  
Norris square neighborhood project for 
outreach community members  
CDC Kensington community engagement 
team  
North Kensington CCD  
East Kensington and Kensington south 
CDC  
PA CDC 

Need to know 
locals in need of housing 
jobs  
businesses promoting 
skills needed  
skills have 
job opportunities 
job options 

Permission  
original land owner  
community members 
local neighbors  
city government 

Plan of action Actions 
design proposal  
research important  
Community feedback  
gathering more facts and information  
presenting to community members 
feedback 
presenting to sponsors  
presenting to Norris Square neighborhood 
project and I’ll CDC’s  
planned outreach 
talk to owner  
present to city  
get approvals  
start designing  
design process  
gathering workers  
plan interviews  
search for vendors  
management team  
housing candidates  
show housing options  
grand opening promo  
big day 

Documentation  
videos and photos  
interviews  
writing  
media  
social events  
news communities etc. 

Challenges 
needs of housing 
who to pick for work 
will I get approved  
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what are the changes needed 
Will my theory pull through 
will this cause positive change to the 
community 
will there be success in the businesses 

Handling adversity and failure 
have a back up plan 
failures will be lessons  
work with the community understand the 
issue and find alternatives  
If housing portion does not succeed plan 
housing program interior design help for low 
income  
outreach to more food vendors and food 
market shares 

Measuring success  
data of income from businesses workers 
and products sold invoice 
residents living and working inputs 
community members and neighborhood 
area’s input 
from all CDC and original helpers 
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Food Market Residency

www.TheHarbison.com

215.734.5454

2041 Coral St. 
Philadelphia, PA. 19132

The
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Food Market 
Residency
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Philadelphia, 
PA. 19132

Food Market 
Residency
215.734.5454
2041 Coral St. 
Philadelphia, 
PA. 19132

Food Market 
Residency
215.734.5454
2041 Coral St. 
Philadelphia, 
PA. 19132

Food Market 
Residency
215.734.5454
2041 Coral St. 
Philadelphia, 
PA. 19132

Food Market 
Residency
215.734.5454
2041 Coral St. 
Philadelphia, 
PA. 19132

Food Market 
Residency
215.734.5454
2041 Coral St. 
Philadelphia, 
PA. 19132

Food Market 
Residency
215.734.5454
2041 Coral St. 
Philadelphia, 
PA. 19132

Food Market 
Residency
215.734.5454
2041 Coral St. 
Philadelphia, 
PA. 19132

Food Market 
Residency
215.734.5454
2041 Coral St. 
Philadelphia, 
PA. 19132

102



The

The

The

The

The

The

The

The

The

103



104



105



Process
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The developmental process of The H shows 
progression and changes that better suited 
the design concept.
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Schematic Design

Entry Elevation

First 
Floor

Scale:15’
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Second
Floor

Reception Desk Pod Units

Community Market and Seating Elevation

Scale:15’
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Design Progression

Same Housing Units Residential Lounge Sky Light Off To The Back Closed Off Room 

Vending StationsCommunity Market

Brick Wall Entry Vender’s

Blocked Off ClassroomCommunity Classroom

Closed Off View To Market

Office Space
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ADA Ramp Integration Central Seating Area Vending Station Locations Larger Market

Ceiling Hight ChangesNatural Sky LightingCommunal SeatingVarying Apartment Units

Material Change For Natural Light Classroom Privacy Options

Floor DesignStair Integration Design

These two elevations and perspectives show the 
progression of The H’s space. The space changed 
and evolved with the slightest detail to accommodate 
for things such as natural lighting, accessibility, open 
apartment units and better use of space. 
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Final 
Design
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Scale:15’

Seating Area

Design 
Development

First Floor

1

2

3

4
5

6

8

7

9

10

11

12

13

1. Main Entry
2. Open Classroom Lounge
3. Traditional Classroom 
4. Gym
5. Back Entry
6. Community Classroom
7. Market Space
8. Product Vending Pods
9. Meat Vending Pods
10. Hot-Food Vending Pods
11. Outdoor Vending
12. Outdoor Seating 
13. Garden 
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Garden Elevation

Garden Perspective

Market Entry Perspective
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Scale:15’

1. Family Apartments
2. Two Bedroom Apartments
3. Studio Apartments
4. Family Apartment Floor Two

1

2

3

Studio Elevation
Studio Plan

Design 
Development

Second Floor
117



Scale:15’

4

Family Room East Elevation Family Room West Elevation

Third Floor
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Design 
Development

Vending Elevation

North Section

East Section

Exterior Elevation
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To-go Vending Perspective

South Section

West Section

Materials
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Appendix
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Who am I? 
 
Growing up: 

● Philadelphia 
● After school programs and parks 
● Family dynamics 
● Race  
● Location of living 
● Poor lower class living 
● Kensington  
● Drug filled area  

 
Learning and Growing: 

● Humbling experience based on location of living 
● Understanding for different communities  
● Respect for my culture and growth in loving it  
● Appreciation for my upbringing  
● Breaking tradition and stereotypes 

 
What have I done: 

● Working since I was 13 
● Sturn education system (charter school) 
● Working with youth and education 
● Understanding the needs and struggles of teens and women  
● Art expression  
● Painting  
● Teaching language  
● Entrolpaneralship  

 
Good Design: 

● Understanding  
● Personal connection  
● Personality 
● Creativity  
● Craft  
● Talent 

 
 
 
Ways of working: 

● Type A, Right Brain 
● “To-Do” List  
● Order  
● Organization  
● Dates and time 
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Design Influence: 
● Art and painting
● Creating
● Craft
● Development in life
● Color theory
● Mind body soul connection
● Brothers passing and his passion for art and creating

What are my Values: 
● Being true to my authentic self
● Understanding the process
● Quality over quantity
● self -help
● Gratitude and appreciation
● Trusting the process
● Compassion
● Goal setting

Feedback From Professors: 
● Seaside florida project
● Understanding gentrification
● Diversity in design
● Classism
● Cost and affordability
● Market demands
● Poverty and location
● Client involvement in design
● Design for client not for designer
● Evolution of design and human

Thesis Topic and Ideas: 
Education within the homeless and lower income community; problems with 
gentrification and changes to the lower class living environment for upper class needs. 
Accommodating and including locals in the gentrification process instead of using 
displacement as a solution. 
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Interview with Mom On Gentrification 
 
1.How long have you been living in your house? 
37 years (​1982 ​) 
(​First apartment she lived in was on Susquehanna st​) 
 
2. How was the condition of the house/neighborhood when you first moved in there?  
 
“The house was livable but not luxury livable. 
The Neighborhood was hell. 
We had 2 crack houses. 8  drug ‘corners’ selling on my block. 
There was a lot of killing.” 
 
3.Do you know how long your block remained this way?  

“1994- 98 change started to happen and the police community truck started to 
come in, and  stay on the street” 
 
4.When did you notice the changes happening to the houses? 

“They knocked down more abandoned houses, trash started building up in the 
empty lots the drugs weren’t that bad but now there was a lot of trash” 
I had to go clean them all the time, it made things worse, it was suppose to be making it 
better but now we had more trash. 
 
“Drugs started to appear in 1988. ‘Seed and Weed’ started to do drug bust. Then they 
would kick people out of there houses and board up the houses. 
 
5.How did they kick out the people from their houses? 
 “They were doing drugs and then caught them and kicked them out” 
 
6.How did your neighborhood start getting clean, who help do it? 

“I got together with the neighborhood and cleaned with them. I wasn’t the block 
captain but I wanted to still help clean. One of the owners of the crack house ended up 
getting involved and started to help clean up with us (​she mentioned previously a drug 
rehab but didn’t know what it was called ​). We all got together as block and cleaned up 
the trash because the city didn’t come clean them. THE CITY NEVER CAME TO 
CLEAN THEM! THE CITY NEVER HELPED AT ALL! We had to clean everything by 
ourselves. We called the trash trucks when we had a lot of trash that we knew they 
wouldn’t get on trash day.” 
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“Now since they put that thing to improve the neighborhood; what is that big word that 
you called it to better up the neighborhood?”​ (Gentrification) ​  it's better, there is still 
drugs, a lot of drugs but it’s going up little by little, because they are building houses and 
moving all the drug addicts somewhere else. Which is better, way better” 

7.When they were kicking everyone out of there houses did they try to kick you out of
your  house?

“No, well they did send us paper trying to sell our houses to them. It’s call 
Philadelphia empowerment zone they are trying to take some people out and put some 
new people in exactly what you said, that big word. They build new house for people 
that have jobs and people that could afford the house because the neighborhood is 
going up” 

8.What do you mean by “going up”?
It’s getting better, it’s improving it’s going up ​(in vaul?) ​ yea. You know, 

Philadelphia Empowerment Zone, they get together with the real estate and make 
things better. They tolds us in 1994 that they were going to start changing the 
neighborhood. Knocking down old factories and old houses. 

9.Were you scared when you got that letter to your house? Did you think they were
going to kick you out too?

“They said ‘We are buying house are you willing to sell’ but I’m not selling. They 
just can’t kick me out like before you know, because they don’t have the right to do it. 
They offer you better houses. They offer you to buy a house somewhere else. Because 
the houses here, they are going to be valuable they are going to be $300,000 and up. 
And that’s why they are offering people money to get their houses because they want to 
make this brand new.” 

“But they haven’t pushed me. Well, they wanted to buy my land too. You know that’s 
what it is, it’s like throwing you out. They want new people here. For me that’s how I felt. 
It was like why they want us to move out when we have a good home here. They want 
us to move out and and throw away the old people.” 

10. Do you feel this was happening because of your status?
“Yea because they want the minority out, the people that doesn’t make a lot of 

money; they want to bring the working people, the people that have higher education. 
That’s what it is the people around here have their cars there houses and they can 
afford to pay $300-$400,000 dollars but not us. 
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11. Let's say your neighbor did sell their house and you had a brand new house next to 
yours, how would you deal with that? 
 

“You know what I would do, I would pick up a loan and have a company fix the 
front of my house. But I won’t sell it. I rather pay a loan fee than to sell my house, but 
you know if I move I’m just going to have a higher mortgage fee. This is a neighborhood 
I lived in all my life, for 37 year.” 
 
 
 
 
12. Why do you think you would do that? To blend in? 

“Yea, so I can blend in but I won’t sell. This is my neighborhood and I ain’t going 
nowhere. This is my community that I fought so hard to clean and be beautiful. Because 
I was always a cleaning lady, always trying to find ways to help us better our 
neighborhood. After all those meetings I went to, I am not going to sell.” 
 
“So if someone else comes into our neighborhood and pay more money they don’t 
belong here.” 
 
13.So if you did have some new people come into your neighborhood that “didn’t belong 
there’ how would you treat them? 

“We would treat them the same like regular” 
  
14. If a developer were to offer you something  for free for building a new houses next to 
yours what would you want it to be? 

“Well to help me fix the house” 
 
15.Well something small what would you want it to be? 

“My steps, I want them sideways so that I have more space on the sidewalk to 
put flowers.” 
 
16. What if it was a bench that was connected to your neighbors house would you want 
that? 

“NO! NOPE! 
“Let’s say they were to make three new houses they all had benches then I don’t 

want one. I don’t want them to be the same. It’s better when the house all look different. 
Let me tell you how I feel when all the house look the same, it feels like housing 
authority. It all looks the same, it looks so much better when they have different house. 
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17. When driving down Susquehanna st. and you see all the new houses, what do you
feel/think will happen in the next few years?

“I’m not going to hate it, I think it's going to be beautiful, but I’m still going to be 
here. I am not moving. I think they are just going to start giving people tickets for not 
having a nice house front. You have to make it look nice!” 

18. What do you think we can do to bring the people together again to help change
things and keep them here?

“By telling them they are trying to buy are houses and we are going to have to do 
something to better our neighborhood. We gotta do something like paint our door, or put 
plants, clean the trash, or something.” 

“Like today they sent this lady to come give tickets to people that had trash in front of 
the houses and lots and she wrote my lot down. I said look lady yall never came here 
before and I have been putting my car in that lot for years, I’ve been cleaning my lot for 
years. IT’S CLEAN! The city never came here to clean our block. She said she wasn’t 
going to give me a ticket but she was just writing down the lots that needed cleaning. I 
kept telling her they are not going to come down here to clean. They are going to try to 
break the locks and take over and I told her if y’all going to break the lock and put a new 
one, give the key to me so I can help take care of it. She said they just wanted to go in 
and clean it they won’t knock down my fruit tree.” 
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She didn’t know that some of the new parts of Kensington were apart of Kensington. 
She thought it was apart of Fishtown.  
 
She further talked about parking authority and how they are going to put two hour 
parking signs on her street and neighborhood. 
 
She talked about how she loved that area because it reminds her of her kids. 
 
She said she ​did ​ miss the small markets under the El (market- frankford line) because 
they are getting rid of them to put houses there. 

 
She questioned the city in wondering if they set some houses on fire to get ownership of 
the places because she noticed that there have been so many house fires in her 
neighborhood. 
 
She talked about how she hates that the property taxes higher. 
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First Hand Experience with Gentrification 

Interviewee: Delia Ramirez (Mother) 

1. How Long have you lived here?

2. What was it like when you first moved here?

3. Have you seen any changes since living here? If so what?

4. What are some good/bad changes that you  like/don’t like?

5. What was it like when someone offered to buy your house?

6. If you had sold your house where would you have lived/moved to?

7. Do you regret not selling you house?

8. What amount do you wish they would have offered you for the house?

9. Do you think they should have offered something different since you didn’t want to sell
your house?

10. Do you think they should have used that money they offered to make your house better
instead?

11. If they would have bought your neighbor's house and built a new house next to yours
how would you want you and your new neighbor to be connected in a way that your
house look equal or the same in some way?

12. Do you think the changes to kensington have scared you excited you in what ways?

13. What do you miss about the old way kensington use to be?

14. If the new developers could give you anything that could help connect the neighborhood
what would you want it to be?
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Community Member Questions 
 

1. Do you live/own homes in Kensington?  
2. How long have you lived here? 
3. What was it like living here when you first moved in? 
4. Main reason to live here? 
5. Do you visit areas around here? Parks? Rec centers etc.? 
6. What kinds of things would you like to see more of outside? 
7. Where do you work? 
8. How do you get there? 
9. Do you go to places around here by foot? 
10. Would you travel to Coral st (Harbison Dairy) to go shopping? 
11. If you had a chance to sell things here what would you sell? 
12. When you don’t want to cook at home where and what do you eat? 
13. Where do you get things you need (food/shopping)? 
14. If you were given the opportunity to fix your house what would you want to change about 

it? 
15. How will you get the help? 

 
*To protect the privacy of the community members interview answers were not included. 
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Program 
 
Food Market  

Food market area  6,300 sq ft 

Main entry 200 sq ft 

Cash rap 200 sq ft  

Fridge unit 300 sq ft 

Storage space 300 sq ft 

Eating space 500 sq ft 

Circulation  300 sq ft 

Lounge area 600 sq ft 

Art/craft  stations  3,300 sq ft 

Resource center 500 sq ft 

Residential apartments 5,000 sq ft 

Office space 250 sq ft 

Staff space 250 sq ft 

 
 

Classroom 3,300 sqft 

Innovation  200 sq ft  

  

Total  21,000 sq ft 

 
 
 
Outdoor  

Outdoor seating 3,300 sqft 

Main entry 200 sq ft 
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Cash rap 200 sq ft 

Fridge unit 150 sq ft 

Storage space 300 sq ft 

Eating space 500 sq ft 

Circulation 200 sq ft 

Lounge area 300 sq ft 

Total 5,150 sq ft 

Residential Large 

Room Size Units 

Kitchen 250 sq ft 

Bathroom 30 sq ft 

Living room 200 sq ft 

Bedrooms 300 sq ft each (2) 

Circulation 100 sq ft 

Storage 100 sq ft 

Total 1200 sq ft 

Grand total 2,400 sq ft 3 units 

Residential Medium 

Room Size Units 

Kitchen 150 sq ft 
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Bathroom  30 sq ft  

Living room  150 sq ft  

Bedrooms 300 sq ft  (1)  

Circulation  100 sq ft  

Storage 100 sq ft  

   

Total  750 sq ft   

Grand total 3,000 sq ft  4 units 

 
Residential Small 

Room Size   

   

Kitchen  100 sq ft  

Bathroom  30 sq ft  

Living room  100 sq ft  

Bedrooms 200 sq ft each  

Circulation  50 sq ft  

Storage 20 sq ft  

   

Total  500 sq ft   

Grand total 2,500 sq ft  5 units 
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Homelessness and Incarceration: 
Solutions  

Drexel University 

Kimberly Montes 
Unit 3  
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“Racism is not something you're born with but rather something you're taught.” So what 

does race have to do with incarceration? Well actually a lot! Studies have shown that 60 of the 

30% of people of color in the United States are incarcerated (Goffman, 2009 & ​Kerby, 2015 ​). 

To put these percents in perspective, this is a total of 58 million black and brown people 

incarcerated. The United States is the melting pot of race and cultures yet racism still continues. 

The expansion of incarceration rates have been correlated with the excessive 

supervision of the poor community (Holmes 2008). Too often homeless people of color are 

being arrested for minor ‘crimes’ such as public urination. The injustices that surrounds 

homeless people when performing daily needs are inhuman. These issues that face the black 

community today have been around for too long yet very little has been done to prevent them 

from continuing.  

The mass cycle of homelessness and incarceration all begins with some form of racism 

or discrimination. Changing what is taught to people in power can be the start to massive shift of 

mindsettings to those in power. Educating government, policy makers, and most especially 

police officers about the untold history of black culture and racism in America is crucial to this 

change that needs to happen. Uniting as a community and working together with people that 

have similar concerns will make the solutions that are much more powerful. 

Understanding race, homelessness and the dynamics of urbanism in cities can impact 

people unknowingly in a positive way. Even something as small as having continued education 

classes such as an urban sociology class would be perfect for people in power. The knowledge 

of weak labor force is known to dominant in black communities (Wilson, 1992) but what about 

the weak labor force of the education system of policing? Goffman points out the constant 

ostracizing of black communities and the learning of bad statistics, but what about the good 

statistics (Homes, 2008). The balance of knowledge on these topics are also important because 
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these neighborhoods are already being viewed more harshly when pointing out the negatives. If 

positive statistics were viewed police surveillance could drastically change (Homes, 2008). 

The amount of education required for a person to teach high school compared to the 

amount of education required to police does not balance in pay ratio nor in education cost ratio 

(U.S News Money, 2018). These types of statistics are known too little about and need to be put 

on the radar of people in power. The quality of education of police officers needs to be changed; 

the curriculum needs to be reevaluated (​Dandrea​, 2007). The change in the education process 

of police officers has been discussed since the 70’s and yet here we are in 2018 still dealing 

with police brutality. 

The black communities are afraid of seeking help from police officers for valid reasons; 

one reason being accused of a crime while seeking help (Gowan, 2002). Many people in 

non-black communities seem to rely on the help of police officers more frequently than others. 

This could be because they actually get help from them. If police officers word to actually assist 

at in the necessary needs of the people and the community and not worry about numbers of 

arrest things may change for the better. 

The shift in history has proved that incarceration was the new segregation; In the 80s 

and 90s police brutality was higher than any other time in the US (Holmes 2008). The idea of 

the ‘dangerous black man’ was high and dominant during this time. ‘Stop and frisk,’ which 

pertain mostly to Black America, was a law that allowed police to frisk people that appeared 

suspicious (Homes, 2008). Rebelling against the government and the system, seeking rights via 

marches and protest have led to over 2,000 or more injuries and 50 or more deaths a year 

(Holmes 2008). So what is the safest way of voicing your opinion avoiding violence and possibly 

death? Positively interacting with neighbors and community advocacy is one way that can 

enforce the solution to change. 
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 Joining with your community and meeting with the police chief letting them know what 

you want to see change in your community may be the start to something new. Things will never 

get done if you never let your voice be heard. Reaching out and getting engaged with 

Community Development Collaboratives and joining different organizations in your 

neighborhood, understanding the Dynamics of what people want to see change will actually 

start change. Be active in your community, engage in what you want to see happen. Sitting back 

and complaining is not the solution. 

The over policing of the communities of people of color needs to change. The 

imbalanced and injustice that some cities face due to over policing can be changed, with the 

positive action of community power. There are more community members then people in the 

police force, people in government and policy makers, so by uniting together we can make 

change. The power of one persons voice matters, yet one person can not do it alone. 

 It is clear that incarceration also correlates to race; the prison population grew by 700% 

since the 1970s, slightly after segregation laws ended (Goffman, 2009). Although laws were put 

into place, racism never ended. So not until we teach people how not to be racist things will not 

change. Maybe it doesn't matter what we teach police officers in classrooms or what we teach 

government or policy makers; not until we can change their idea of race and their learned 

behavior of racism, things in America will never change. Teaching people about the history of 

race, segregation, discrimination, civil rights, incarceration rates, homelessness, and the list 

goes on. Until the understanding is clear and the people are motivated to change just then we’ll 

see progress. We can start by changing policies, laws, lessons in classrooms, requirements and 

so forth. These things can be put into place but the real issue lies in the root of it all. The 

lessons that were taught about race and ingrain into the minds of many can be reversed. Let’s 

ingrain the history of racism and understand its hindrance, let’s teach how to work as a 
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community instead of hating our neighbors for their skin color, let’s help the homeless find 

homes instead of prisons and just maybe we’ll see the change.  
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Plato once said, “This city is what it is because the citizens are what they are.” 

Cities would not be what they are without the people in them. Cities have constantly 

changed throughout time, growing to accommodate the needs of the people. The 

growth of cities has thrived on the segregation of race and culture and has evolved 

through gentrification and assimilation, creating inequalities for people of different race, 

class and gender. 

The city as ‘a growth machine’ began with the physical, which included 

transportation, industries and utilities (Burgess, 1925). With the development of trains 

as a form of transportation, cities grew faster than ever before. The industrialization of 

cities allowed for more products to be developed, while the trains allowed import and 

export of goods to cities. The cities developed into five zones according to the Chicago 

school: Loop, Transition, Workingmen’s Home, Residential, Commuters (Burgess, 

1925). These zones identified a person's class and wealth. 

The loop was the industrial area where predominantly lower class, poor people 

worked. From the transition zone outward to the commuters zone were areas of living 

(Burgess, 1925). During the expansion of the city, people started to shift and individuals 

began relocating, the composition of the zones began changing (Burgess, 1925). The 

transition zone and working man's zone were eventually divided. The separation of race 

and class became more prominent alongside the cities’ expansion. People were 

segregated by race and class. The transition zone was no-longer, now subdivided into 

places such as Little Sicily, the Ghetto, Chinatown and the Black Belt (Burgess, 1925).  
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The evolution of cities continued and things changed, but what seemed to be 

consistent was the separation of people of color. While all the white-appearing races 

blended into society, locations such as Chinatown still existed (Zhou, 1992). Some of 

these communities thrived on their enclaves while others suffered. Many people of color 

experienced the five stages within oppression: exploitation, marginalization, 

powerlessness, cultural imperialism, and violence (Young, 2004). 

Rich cultural areas, namely Chinatown experienced a lot of exploitation. 

Chinatown remained economically strong due to the sale of the material culture (Zhou, 

1992). Chinatown could not do much but accept the capitalization on their culture 

because it was their main source of income. While Chinatown remained strong 

economically, other areas that were predominantly inhabited by black people or other 

people of color struggled immensely (Massey & Denton, 1993). Cultures of european 

descent progressed as cities grew; they became more economically stable but people 

of color were still experiencing segregation (Massey & Denton, 1993).  

A study conducted to show the levels of discrimination in the housing market 

revealed that economic status was not the issue of fair housing. Although some black 

people progressed economically, race-based segregation still dominated the housing 

industry (Massey & Denton, 1993). ​ ​Affordable housing was developed to help the 

people of color however, black people still were unable to obtain housing in established 

and safe areas(Massey & Denton, 1993; ​Anderson, 2011​).  

Areas where black people were offered housing were high in crime and violence. 

People of color continued to be targeted, and crime in their neighborhoods did not 
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improve. This continued the cycle of racism and segregation (Lipsitz, 2011). White 

people still had power over all race as society was still catering to them. The expansion 

of cities seem to only accommodate the white people (Lipsitz, 2011).  

As time progressed cities changed again. Improvements in impoverished and 

crime riddled areas advanced as discrimination ​seemed ​to diminish. People of color 

were received assistance suitable for there needs. The people of color that were getting 

the most assistance were not predominantly black ( ​Anderson, 2011​). Asian and Latinx  1

cultures seem to be experiencing less segregation than black people (Anderson, 2011). 

Asian and Latinx people had lighter skin color which allowed them to blend in with the 

white people (Moore & Shnider, 2015). In light of colorism, the idea of black people 

being perceived as dangerous was still in the minds of many people, including planners 

and developers (Moore & Shnider, 2015). 

Planners and developers continued to create the shift in cities; the relocation of 

people was persistent (Logan, 1976). Assimilation of people and their culture was 

happening; the blending of cultures was seamless (Orne, 2017). Gentrification 

happened in the communities that were once considered ghettos, creating a disparity in 

the affordability of housing (Orne, 2017). The rise in housing cost induced relocation to 

residents that had been in their communities long term.  

The growth of the city continued, this time based on segregation of one’s own 

culture. People did not want to be associated with the old ways of their culture (Orne, 

2017 & Zhou, 1992).  Assimilation was allowing people of other races to blend in with 

1 Latinx: (latin-x) a gender inclusive term for the words latino/latina and the Latin culture. 
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the American culture, allowing them to be more accepted. The Gay community was also 

welcomed, assimilating with others in their neighborhoods (Orne, 2017). Acceptance of 

many races, genders, and cultures have been apart of the growth of cities, yet there 

was still segregation of the black community. 

Cities have grown and developed largely due to the inequality of races. 

Assimilation and gentrification have the potential of creating benefit for people in cities if 

racism and segregation were to diminish. With the understanding of the inequality of 

race, cities would be able to expand further in an inclusive manner.   
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Kimberly Montes 
Op-Ed 

My mother once told me she wished she could have fed her kids better foods 
when we were young to help avoid obesity, but her resources were limited. My mother 
still shops at the same market 25 years later, a market that has expired produce and a 
limited amount of healthy options.  

Pennsylvania's largest food insecure county is Philadelphia, with a rate of ​21 
percent​ or 325,940 people — that means ​roughly one ​ in five Philadelphians suffer 
from food insecurity. The food options available to the low-income part of Kensington 
are bodegas, american chinese, pizza places and few markets with little to know fresh 
foods in them.  

With the development of the food market residency there is an opportunity for the 
low-income residents of Kensington have fresh foods close to home. Not only will the 
food market residency provide fresh food locally grown but it will also provide housing 
and jobs for those struggling with other resources. The food market residence will be a 
solution to not only the food deserts in the kensington area it will provide housing to 
those dealing with potential displacement due to the development in the area that is 
rising housing cost. 

I call to action Mark Squilla councilman of the first district to take notice of this 
major food issue in the low-income part of Kensington and invest in the food market 
residency to help provide healthier food options to the low-income communities of 
Kensington.  
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