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PREFACE

Over the past ten years, I have moved six different times to 

and Pennsylvania. While beginning my thesis research, I 

span of three months. 

For me, traveling is a necessity. Not knowing where I will 

tools and means to live location-independent lifestyles, 

this direction on a long-term/permanent basis.
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ABRSTRACT

the expressions of their nomadic tendencies, which remain 

the normative associations with spaces (i.e. home, work, 
and play) which are rapidly changing and becoming 

and the established ideas of location independence, this 

connects Seattle, WA to Los Angeles, CA with over 30 

affects design. What are the important design decisions 

nomadism and digital mobility within residential, commercial, 
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KEY DEFINITIONS

GLOBAL NOMADS

A person living a mobile and international lifestyle. Global 
nomads aim to live location-independently, seeking 

the idea of territorial belonging.

DIGITAL NOMAD:

nomadic manner 



LITERARY REVIEW
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Introduction

1

showing that nearly 600 million people had traveled internationally 

this year.2

smaller categories based on the overall time and distance of trips. 

for longer periods of time – 

even years.3 According to C. Michael Hall and Dieter Müller, many 

4  For this literary review, I 

Historic Hunter-Gathers: Mobility versus Migration

The impulse to migrate is inherent in human nature – an instinctual and inborn disposition and inclination to 

wonder and to wander in search of new opportunities and new horizons…”  - Anthony J. Marsella and Erin Ring5

Homo sapiens, 6 process 

Homo erectus, 

7 Archaeologist Peter Bellwood 

8

-

Ebook Reader.

-

7  King.

Fig. 1 Extent of Temporary Mobility in Space and Time
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10. They explain 

11. These social campsites helped propel mankind 

development of mankind.12 

Modern Nomads

13. It is important to note that this notion of 

14. 

15

16 With 

17 18

19

9  Bellwood.
10

11
12
13

14
15
16 -

17
18

19
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communication was often a key component of 
20

21  

and Ring22, can be described as modern nomads for the sake of this lit review. The modern nomad is an overarching term consisting 

longer23 24

25. According to trend forecaster, Li Edelkoort, at a 

26. These people choose to live their lives as nomads 

27

28

or two.29 

20
21

22
23
24

25 -

26
27
28
29



30 Petersen et 

domestic;  homing as the act of becoming more at ease with a space; and the feeling of home as a complex blend of restlessness, 

31

contrast between home and non-homely space and that, as the spaces become more familiar, the space transforms into a home-like 

degrees while homing: 32

technology as mentioned earlier.33

Design Precedents

30

2010), 265–274, https://doi.org/10.1145/1851600.1851646.
31  Petersen et al.
32  Petersen et al.
33  Petersen et al.
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34 It seemed appropriate to select design precedents that were instilled with a similar notion of 

Temporary Design: Camps

In regards to mobility, camping is an important idea and pastime to consider. Much like mobility itself, to camp is 

a cyclical activity – siting to clearing to making to breaking.” – Charlie Hailey, Campsites35

36 and can deploy a variety 

of homing tactics to instill a sense of place attachment.37 The idea of the campsite, as explained by Charlie Hailey in his book, 

Campsites,
38 and also relates back to the ongoing act 

39 Connecting the idea of camp back to place 

40

41

42

Two contemporary examples of campsites 

is the idea of creating a micro society. It was important 

34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42

Fig. 2 Tent Village (sketch)



and proximities.43 Wapenaar has revisited the Tent 

yet the overall orientation of the tents in relation to 

each other has remained consistent.

is both a political art piece and temporary dwelling 

Malka cantilevered vinyl tents off a still lattice to 

provide temporary shelter for both the homeless and 

44

45

46

47 As 

43

44
45

46

47 -

Fig. 3 A-Kamp47 Section

Fig. 4 MMASA Studio’s buBbLe
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air mattress, cook-top, sink and lighting).48  

 Temporary Design: Pop-Ups

“Lurking behind every pavilion, pop-up and parasol is the dream of an escape. A removal from everyday routines, the 

notion of being a nomad… Pavilions, pop-ups and parasols in a reverie are instant and ephemeral reactions of our 

enterprises, our moods and our hopes…” Pavilions, Pop-Ups and Parasols, Are They Platforms for 

Change?49

Architectural 

Design
50

51

waste of abandoned sites in London while also creating a sense of 
52

Another example of adapting abandoned spaces, 

albeit from a commercial standpoint, is Papirøen (Paper Island) 

abandoned. In an experiment to test the potential of the island, 

48
49 Architectural Design 85, no. 3 (May 1, 2015): 8–15, 
https://doi.org/10.1002/ad.1895.
50 Architectural Design 85, no. 3 (May 1, 
2015): 136–41, https://doi.org/10.1002/ad.1913.
51  Bishop.
52

Fig. 6 The SHED Project set up



Copenhagen Contemporary Gallery, retail establishments, 

53

Literary Review Conclusion / Future Directions to Explore

 

53 -
ket-hall-tengbom.

Fig. 7 Tengbom’s 
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RESEARCH SUMMARY

As revealed by the research covered 
in the literary review, designing for 21st 

key wants and needs in order to create 
spaces that respond well to these more 
transient lifestyles.

WANTS

NEEDS

Access to Technology
Nomad-Friendly Spaces
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THESIS PROJECT
COAST STARLIGHT AMTRAK ROUTE

AMTRAK SUPERLINER & TRAIN STATION



DESIGN INTENT

To create a space that encompasses the idea of being 

destination.

To challenge preconceived perceptions of space.

STATEMENT OF DESIGN INTENT

footprints - as exhibited within Arlo SoHo (Appendix X) - this 

directly respond to the above intentions: does the decision 

Does the decision add to the overall experience within the 

preconceived notions, especially in regards to the overall 
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TARGET AUDIENCE

21ST CENTURY
NOMADS

TOURISTSCOMMUTERS



SITE
COAST STARLIGHT AMTRAK ROUTE

 

Angeles and Seattle on a once daily basis. The train travels 

Santa Barbara, Calif.; Oakland, Calif.; and Portland, Oreg. 

29 stops in total. 

Amtrak trains reflect the nomadic sensibilities exhibited 
by digital and global nomads. It is also an idea setting 

the  destination. 

of the train itself. The idea behind the station aspect of the 

Barbara, Calif.   
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AMTRAK SUPERLINER

UPSTAIRS

DOWNSTAIRS



smoking area.      

UPSTAIRS

DOWNSTAIRS
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UPSTAIRS

DOWNSTAIRS

UPSTAIRS

DOWNSTAIRS

EXISTING DINING CAR
SCALE: 1/8” = 1’-0”



roomettes, standard bedrooms, family bedrooms and 
accessible bedrooms. The standard and accessible 

share the restrooms. For the car, there is only one shower 
and changing available.

UPSTAIRS

DOWNSTAIRS
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Los Angeles one-time daily in each direction. The trains  
make slightly longer stops in Seattle, WA; Portland, OR; 
Emmeryville, CA; Oakland; CA; and San Jose, CA. San 
Francisco is not immediately served by the Coast Starlight 

station. 

Fig. 29 Coast Starlight Route Map
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PROGRAMMING + CODES

The programming for the train will be largely based 

CO-WORKING / HOSPITALITY TRAIN
10 Train Cars (~1500 SF/CAR)

(4) Amenity-Oriented Cars
Co-Working Gym

Dining

(4) Sleeper Cars

Standard  (Sleeps 12)

CODE ANALYSIS & OCCUPANCY
By code, each train car was limited to a 50-person 

at any given time based on seats and beds available. 

NFPA 130.8.8.1 (Emergency Egress Facilities): Each 

emergency egress located on the sides or at the ends, 
installed as remotely from each other as possible.  

COAST STARLIGHT AMTRAK ROUTE



The concept behind the train design is based on creating 

personal. 

areas, co-working spaces, and an-on board gym. The 
variety of sleeper car styles allow for a variety of price 
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DESIGN INSPIRATION

Fig. 

Fig. 

Fig. 

Fig. 

Fig. 

Fig. 

Fig. Fig. 

Fig. 

COAST STARLIGHT AMTRAK ROUTE



WAYFINDING
COAST STARLIGHT AMTRAK ROUTE

ICONOGRAPHY: Each car is assigned a simple icon to help 

are displayed on each elevator shaft as well as at each transfer door 
between cars. As passengers move from one car to another, the doors 

and the car behind. 

COLOR: The color scheme of the icons, and the color palette of the 

path of travel. 
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INITIAL CONCEPT SKETCHES



NAWEED || 26, MALE

Nights: 2

Planned Activities:
Freelance Work

Relaxing
Possible Cars: 

Co-Working
Gym

Applicable Cars: 

 Dining Car

GERALDINE & ED || EARLY 60s, COUPLE
Semi-Retired (Finance)

Nights: 1

Planned Activities: 
Relaxing

Possible Cars: 
Gym 

Applicable Cars:
 Standard Sleeper

 Dining Car

ANA || 32, FEMALE

Room Type: N/A
Nights: N/A

Planned Activities
Meetings

Light Cardio

Applicable Cars:
 Co-Working

USER EXPERIENCES
COAST STARLIGHT AMTRAK ROUTE
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NIKO, VAL, COOPER AND STERLING || FAMILY
Niko: 43, Male, Private Chef

Cooper: 16, Male
Sterling: 6, Male, Learning Disabilities

-
over in Santa Barbara, CA

Nights: 2

Planned Activities:

 Cooper: Exploring

Applicable Cars: 

 Niko: Gym

 Cooper: All Cars
 Sterling: Primarily with Family Members 

Stopover:  Family misses planned train in Santa Barbara, 

Rooms) 
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DRAWINGS 
COAST STARLIGHT AMTRAK ROUTE

UPPER FLOOR PLAN

A

LOWER FLOOR PLAN

SECTION A-A

A
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UPPER FLOOR PLAN

A

LOWER FLOOR PLAN

SECTION A-A

A
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EM: EMERGENCY EGRESS

UPPER FLOOR PLAN

LOWER FLOOR PLAN

SECTION A-A

into seating and tables.

storage to give a library feel to the space in hopes 

COMMUTER (QUIET)

A

B

B

B

B

SECTION B-B

EM

EM
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COMMUTER + GYM

and bench seating.  

EM: EMERGENCY EGRESS

UPPER FLOOR PLAN

LOWER FLOOR PLAN

SECTION A-A

A

C

C

C

C

SECTION C-C

EM

EM

EM
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CO-WORKING

The co-working car brings the conveniences of co-

enhanced Wi-Fi is accessible in the co-working car. 

The private meeting rooms can be reserved ahead 
of time via an app.  

integrated lighting to create a layered approach to 
lighting. 

EM: EMERGENCY EGRESS

UPPER FLOOR PLAN

LOWER FLOOR PLAN

SECTION A-A

UPPER FLOOR REFLECTED CEILING PLAN

A

D

D

D

D

SECTION D-D

EM

EM

EM
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CO-WORKING
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LOUNGE

seating along with a snack and beverage bar.

EM: EMERGENCY EGRESS

UPPER FLOOR PLAN

LOWER FLOOR PLAN

SECTION A-A

A

EM

EM

EM
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LOUNGE
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DINING

The dining car acts as the divide between the 

however, the option to dine is available to other 

car, passengers begin to see the transition of colors 

more intimate mood for dining. 

interaction.

UPPER FLOOR PLAN

LOWER FLOOR PLAN

SECTION A-A

A

F

F

F

F

SECTION F-FEM: EMERGENCY EGRESS

EM

EM
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SLEEPER (BUDGET)

All sleeper cars and most passenger cars offer 

be allocated for staff.

Sleeps 31 (1 accessible room) 

UPPER FLOOR PLAN

LOWER FLOOR PLAN

SECTION

A

G

G

G

G

SECTION G-GEM: EMERGENCY EGRESS

EM EM

EM
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SCALE: NTS

BUDGET BUNKS AXO

INDIVIDUAL LUGGAGE LOCKERS
ACCESSED VIA PHONE APP OR CODE

1.5” THICK WOOD SLATS OVER 
FELT FOR SOUND CONTROL

IN-BUNK POWER/CHARGING
& PERSONAL TELEVISION SCREENS

PRIVACY CURTAIN, ROLL DOWN
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SLEEPER (STANDARD)

The standard sleeper offers private rooms with twin- or 

Sleeps 12 (1 accessible room)

UPPER FLOOR PLAN

LOWER FLOOR PLAN

SECTION A-A

SECTION H-H

EM: EMERGENCY EGRESS

EM EM

EM

A

H H

SECTION I-I

I

I

I

I
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DELUXE SLEEPER - MILLWORK

TRAIN SLEEPER ROOMS
ELEVATIONS

feel of materials. 
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STANDARD SLEEPER - STORAGE DELUXE SLEEEPER

DELUXE SLEEPER -  BED





SLEEPER (DELUXE)

into seating and tables.

storage to give a library feel to the space in hopes 

Sleeps 12

EM: EMERGENCY EGRESS

A

71

UPPER FLOOR PLAN

LOWER FLOOR PLAN

SECTION A-A

EMEM

EMEM
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LOUNGE

can be viewed ahead of time via the train app. 

UPPER FLOOR PLAN

LOWER FLOOR PLAN

SECTION A-A

A

EM: EMERGENCY EGRESS

EMEM

EMEM
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MATERIALS

Similar to the concepts explored in Design Probe #3 

and aesthetics. 

design notions associating transportation interiors with 

selected to keep the passengers in a more relaxed, West 
Coast state of mind. 

• Finished plywood
• 
• Cork Floor Tiles

research in that they help create a space that better 

feelings of place attachment, and therefore becoming 
more comfortable within the environment. 

Fig. XX Plywood Interior

Fig. XX KireiUSA Coco Tiles

Fig. XX Cork Bark for Cork Flooring



MATERIALS PALETTE



77

COCO TILES
KireiUSA

A BAND APART UPHOLSTERY
Maharam

3Form

CORK FLOORING
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Shells

Harvested 
Cork Bark 

Recycled
Content 

FIRE 
RESISTANT

NFPA 286

NFPA 260

Class C

MATERIALS MATRIX



SUSTAINABILITY + LEED

1. 

Location + Transportation: In order to make the 

bike storage was incorporated to promote biking and 

Material + Resources: As detailed in the materials 

materials and/or recycled content and also provide 

Indoor Environment Quality: Several design decisions 

window placement, to increase daylighting and provide 

COAST STARLIGHT AMTRAK ROUTE
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SITE

Fig. 30 Santa Barbara Depot exterior

Fig. 31 Santa Barbara Depot outdoor seating

Fig. 32 Santa Barbara Depot ticketing

SANTA BARBARA DEPOT

1 

507260-0.



N

Hotels

Museums / Cultural

Coffee Shops

Restaurants / Bars

Site

1/2 mile radius

1/4 mile radius

The Santa Barbara Depot is located within the downtown area of Santa 

The station is also located near Santa Barbara City College and Uni-
versity of California Santa Barbara, which has one of the highest ranking 
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The site is a two-story station with approximately 4,000 SF interior 

FIRST FLOOR

SECOND FLOOR



PROGRAMMING

The programming for the train station, like the train, is based 

SANTA BARBARA TRAIN DEPOT

Santa Barbara Depot (~8,000 SF)

Cafe
Co-Working
Waiting

SANTA BARBARA TRAIN DEPOT
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Separate from the train programming, the train station will 

for dining, working and waiting with the intention that the 
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CODE SUMMARY

CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE 2016 (VOL 1) 
Adopts with Amendments: IBC 2015

6,543 SF
First Floor:    4,853 SF

Second Floor:    1,106 SF

A-3 (Waiting areas in Transportation Terminals)

M (Mercantile)
R-1 (Short-term hotels)

279 people
Waiting Areas (15g)   252
Mercantile (60g)  11
Storage (200g)   1
Sleeping Areas (120g)   9
Commercial Kitchens (200g) 1

Common Path of Travel

Exit Access Travel Distance:

CALIFORNIA PLUMBING CODE 2016 

B

A-2

A-3

M

R-1

A

B

C

DE



INITIAL CONCEPT SKETCHES

BLOCKING SKETCHES

PARTI +  EXPRESSION SKETCH OF 
CORE COMMUNAL UNIT
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DESIGN INSPIRATION

Fig. 

Fig. 

Fig. 

Fig. 

Fig. 

Fig. 

Fig. Fig. 

Fig. 
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DRAWINGS
SANTA BARBARA TRAIN DEPOT

SCALE: NTS

As mentioned, the concept behind the train 

creates spaces for meeting, ticketing, waiting and 
working, as well as food and beverage. 

Planters are incorporated to add privacy in 

each ticketing area. The digital ticket machines 

CURVED PLYWOOD

TICKETING SCREENS & 
TRAIN SCHEDULE BOARD

PLANTERS

PASSENGER WAITING & MEETING

TICKETING KIOSK 
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Main Hall
Forage (Food Retail)

Another design goal was to better integrate 

door and window systems within the food retail 

space. 

Overall, the stronger connections between 

WEST LOUNGE + BUSINESS CENTER: Provides 

and tiered seating (with possibility to reserve for 
events) 

FORAGE: Provides variety of pre-assembled deli 

bar. 

FIRST FLOOR PLAN

A

A

B

B

C C

OUTDOOR 
LOUNGE

FOOD RETAILMAIN WAITING
BUSINESS CENTERWEST LOUNGE
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REFLECTED CEILING PLAN
FIRST FLOOR
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accessed via key card from the stairwell. 

MEZZANINE FLOOR PLAN

STATION OFFICE

A

A

B

B

C C
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missed their train. 

single king options. 

SECOND FLOOR PLAN

STATION 
HOTEL

A

A

B

B

C C
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SECTIONS
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103
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KING ROOM SOUTH  WALL

GUEST ROOM ELEVATIONS

room to room; however, different wallcoverings were 
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DOUBLE TWIN ROOM SOUTH WALL DOUBLE TWIN ROOM WEST WALL

KING ROOM NORTH WALL



Fig. XX Ann Sacks Mixare Tile

Fig. XX KosikDecor Finished Plywood

Fig. XX Bent Glass

MATERIALS

for the station explores these concepts while also 

California area. 

vibrancy and excitement to an otherwise calm color 

plant life. 

• Ann Sacks Mixare Floor Tiles 
• 
• bent Tempered Glass

research in that they help create a space that better 

feelings of place attachment, and therefore becoming 
more comfortable within the environment. 
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1.

MATERIALS PALETTE



KOSKIDECOR TRANSPARENT
Koskisen

W

Carnegie Fabrics

BENT TEMPERED
GLASS
Bendheim
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Low 
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MATERIALS MATRIX
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SUSTAINABILITY + LEED

SUSTAINABILITY +  LEED CONSIDERATIONS

for waiting, ticketing, working, etc within a train station. 

materiality; however, overlap with LEED credits still applies. 

Sustainable Sites: 
essential to the design scheme of the train station - 

promoted within the SS credit category. 

Material + Resources: Materials selected for the station, 

content. Waste management practices for the space 

Recycling Law. .Within the cafe, alcohol available from the 

Indoor Environment Quality:
primarily kept as existing, walls were expanded within 

In some areas, however, openings were enlarged to 
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Commercial:

Hospitality: 

Other:

 buBble (MMASA Studio) (Conceptual Project)*

 A-Kamp47 (Malka Architecture) (France)*

Tent Village (Dr  Wapenaar) (The Neterlands)*

Retail:

Östermalm Market (Tengbom) (Stockholm, Sweden)*

Paper Island (Copenhagen, Denmark)*

Residential: 

APPENDIX A: 
POTENTIAL DESIGN PRECEDENTS
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APPENDIX B: 
PRECEDENT STUDY SELECTIONS

LITERARY REVIEW
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APPENDIX C: 
LUXURY TRAIN PRECEDENTS

train hotel concept. 

Train travel has been a form of transportation since 
the early 1800s1

2. In 

providing high-end train accommodations..

Seven Stars and Twilight Express in Japan -- provided 

-
man.html.



Fig. 8 Shiki-Shima Dining Room

Fig. 9 Shiki-Shima Observatory Car

Fig. 10 Shiki-Shima Standard Suite

SHIKI-SHIMA1

65 MPH (110 KPH)

SLEEPER CARS

17 Rooms

AMENITY CARS

(2) Observatory Cars

Dining Car
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Fig. 11  Seven Stars “Blue Moon” Lounge
 

Fig. 12 Seven Stars Guest Room

Fig. 13 Seven Stars “Blue Moon” Lounge

KYUSHU SEVEN STARS TRAIN1

Seven Cars

SLEEPER CARS

AMENITY CARS



APPENDIX D: 
CASE STUDY

ARLO SOHO, NEW YORK, NY

its micro-hotel style. According to hotel staff, the Arlo SoHo 

-

1
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Fig. 14 Arlo SoHo Queen Bed Room

Fig. 15 Arlo SoHo Queen Room with Terrace

Fig. 16 Arlo SoHo King Room

ABOUT ARLO

325 Room Hotel

TARGET AUDIENCE

Digitally minded
Fashion oriented

OBSERVATIONS

Lockable, Sliding Cabinet Doors (enable bar space 

Transit screen with events, weather and transportation 

Workspaces ---
Sliding partitions to block off for private meetings

Consistent theme

Overall --
-

nated activities

COMMON COMPLAINTS
No room service



PROGRAMMING

Lobby
Bodega
Lobby Store

Lobby Bathroom

Good Story Bar

Open Kitchen

King

Twin
Two Twin + Terrace

Good Story Storage

Staff Room w/ lockers
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SITE OBSERVATIONS

Arlo SoHo, observing the common areas also proved to 

day. 

were observed:

-

already available. 

As the afternoon shifted, so did the activities taking 
place within the different spaces. Mid-day activity was 

collaborative meetings. However, as the day pro-
-

by and bar spaces socially. 

other option was available.  

Fig. 20  Arlo SoHo Bodega

Fig. 21 Arlo SoHo Liqour Bar

Fig. 22 Arlo SoHo “Suites”



The Living Room
2pm

The Living Room
4:30 PM

The Living Room
4pm
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Arlo Liquor Bar 
2pm

Arlo Liquor Bar
2:05 PM



Arlo Liquor Bar 
3:30pm

Arlo Liquor Bar
4:30 PM
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The Library
Booked for private meeting in the Afternoon. 
Doors closed

The Library
After 4pm. Doors opened by staff



Studios
3:00pm

Studios
2:45pm
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Studios
3:15pm

Studios
3:30pm



APPENDIX E: 
HOTEL EXPERIENCE (CASE STUDY) SURVEY

SURVEY QUESTIONS
1.

2.

3.

4. Rank the following in importance when considering a 

 Amenities Decor  Food
 Location  Price  Personal Space

5.

6.

7.

types from most preferred to least (1 being most 
important, 8 being least)

8.

9.

10.

11.

 3-6 person (mixed) 3-6 person (gender)
 6+ person (mixed) 6+ person (gender)
12

Fig. 23 Arlo SoHo Lobby Seating

Fig. 24 Arlo SoHo “Library” Workspace

Fig. 25 Arlo SoHo Suites 
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CASE STUDY RESPONSES

-

People prefer 1-2 person bedrooms with an en 

AirBnb is preferred, typically, for personnel travel.

HOTEL PRIORITIES
1. Location
2. Price
3. 

4. Privacy 
5. Amenities
6. Decor
7. Personal Space
8. Food

HOTEL TYPE PREFERENCES
1. 

2. 

3. Airbnb
4. 

5. 

6. Micro
7. Hostel
8. Campsite

ADDITIONAL AMENITIES
1. 

2. 

3. Gym
4. 

5. Game rooms
6. 
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Respondent 1 28 Female 5-10 Location Price Quality Amentities Décor

Personal 

Space Food Privacy 8 9 AirBnb Boutique Luxury Budget Micro B&B Hostel Campsite Gym

Generally price or location (i.e. visiting more "remote" location where 

there are more Airbnbs than hotels). Yes, not recently

Meeting fellow travelers. Being about to find 

budget-friendly accommodations internationally.

Lack of privacy/personal space. 

Generally lower quality.

1-2 person private + 

ensuite

Respondent 2 27 Female 10 Location Price Quality Amentities Privacy

Personal 

Space Décor Food 2 1 Boutique Airbnb Budget Micro Luxury B&B Hostel Campsite Laundry

I like Airbnb�s better because it�s more private, the location and 

price are usually much better then a hotels Yes

The food, bar and the staff seemed very 

knowledgeable of things to do in the city

The location from the airports. The 

hostels I�ve stayed in we�re all far 

from the airports

3-6 person rooms (mixed 

gender)

I like where ever I�m staying to be clean and 

neat. The staff to be friendly, but to leave me 

alone unless I need them. Comfy beds and 

pillows are always a huge plus!

Respondent 3 29 - 1 Price Quality Location Amentities Privacy Food

Personal 

Space Décor 5 5 Budget Luxury AirBnb Boutique B&B Micro Hostel Campsite Gym

I would stay at an AirBnB when traveling outside of the country to 

feel safer over a hostel. With an AirBnb, I'd know that I'd most likely 

have an entire apartment/house to myself without worrying about my 

personal items. No Would not stay

I don't like when hotels add an extra fee for 

parking, especially when that's the only option for 

most of their guests.

Respondent 4 63 Male 4 Price Quality Location Amentities Décor Privacy Food

Personal 

Space 1 3 Luxury Budget Micro AirBnb Hostel B&B Boutique Campsite Gym airbnb No

1-2 person private + 

ensuite

Respondent 5 30 Female 6 Location Price Privacy Quality Food Amenities

Personal 

Space Décor 4 6 AirBnb Budget B&B Luxury Micro Boutique Hostel Campsite Gym Space to cook and relax Yes Cheap and easy no privacy, not comfortable

1-2 person private + 

shared bath

hotels that offer environmental options for 

cleaning are always a strong plus with me

Respondent 6 53 Male 3 Price Quality Privacy Décor

Personal 

Space Location Food Amenities 9 10 Budget Boutique Micro AirBnb B&B Campsite Luxury Hostel Gym yes yes Cheap Communal

Respondent 7 37 Female 8 Location Quality Amenities Price Décor Privacy

Personal 

Space Food 0 0 Boutique Luxury Budget B&B Micro Airbnb Campsite Hostel Gym Lack of availability of traditional hotel rooms No

1-2 person private + 

ensuite

Respondent 8 30 Female 8 Price Location Amenities Quality Privacy Décor Food

Personal 

Space 2 3 Boutique Luxury AirBnb B&B Budget Hostel Micro Campsite Gym Price and location and reason for the trip No

1-2 person private + 

ensuite Better consumer experince the better.

Respondent 9 35 Male 10 Location Price Quality Privacy Décor Food

Personal 

Space Amenities 5 2 AirBnb Boutique Luxury Budget Campsite B&B Hostel Micro Coordinated Guest Activites

The personal experience. Being involved in the community and 

seeing how that city lives. Also a better place to bring babies and 

animals than a hotel. Hotels aren't really accommodating towards 

babies and toddlers. Having space is nice with young ones. Yes The community Community roooms

1-2 person private + 

ensuite

For families airbnb is so much better or groups of 

guys wanting to go on trips together. Hotels are 

great for business trips and romantic getaways.

Respondent 10 31 Female 3 Location Quality Price Privacy

Personal 

Space Amenities Décor Food 10 9 AirBnb Boutique Budget Luxury B&B Micro Campsite Hostel Laundry

I feel that it gives a more authentic experience. I also like having a 

kitchen so I do not have to purchase all of my meals at a restaurant, 

deli, cafe, etc. No Would not stay

Respondent 11 29 Female 4 Personal Quality Price Location Amenities Privacy

Personal 

Space Décor Food 5 7 Budget Luxury Boutique Micro Airbnb B&B Hostel Campsite

Guest Kitchen

Enhanced Lounge/Work Spaces For more room, if closer to location I want to be in Yes Price

Lack of privacy and feeling that 

belongings are safe

1-2 person private + 

ensuite

Respondent 12 28 Female 4-5 Personal Price Quality Location Amenities Décor Food Privacy

Personal 

Space 6 7 AirBnb Budget Hostel B&B Campsite Luxury Boutique Micro Guest Kitchen Atmosphere, location, price y Cost and convenience

Cleanliness and drunk people late 

at night are sometimes an issues. 

Also I�ve had more safety concerns 

at hostels...

1-2 person private + 

ensuite

Respondent 13 37 Female 45 Business Location Quality Price Privacy

Personal 

Space Décor Amenities Food 3 Boutique Luxury Budget AirBnb Micro B&B Hostel Campsite

Guest Laundry

Gym

Guest Kitchen

Enhanced Lounge/Work Spaces For personal travel only and for budget purposes No Would not stay

Respondent 14 35 Female 15 Both Quality Price Privacy Location Amenities

Personal 

Space Décor Food 6 1 Luxury Boutique AirBnb Micro B&B Budget Hostel Campsite

Guest Laundry Machines

Guest Kitchen

Enhanced Lounge/Work

AirBnB is good for group getaways. More common spaces, full 

kitchens, etc. No

1-2 person private + 

ensuite

Respondent 15 23 Female 11 Both Location Price Amenities Quality Privacy Décor Food

Personal 

Space 7 7 Luxury Boutique Hostel B&B Airbnb Micro Campsite Budget

Coordinated Guest Activities

Guest Kitchen

Enhanced Lounge/Work Spaces

A hostel is more accommodating to me as a young traveler, 

however an AirBnb gives more of an individualized and personal 

feeling to your stay. Yes

Hostels are great when travelling alone not only 

because of the price but also because of the 

countless interactions you are bound to have 

with other individual and group travellers.

Sharing a toilet and bedroom with 

sometimes 10+ people is never 

ideal.

3-6 person rooms (mixed 

gender)

Respondent 16 29 Male 30

Both - mainly 

business Location Quality Privacy Amenities Price Food

Personal 

Space Décor 1 1 Luxury Boutique Micro Budget Airbnb B&B Hostel Campsite Guest Laundry If I was traveling to Europe, or was on a tighter budget in the US No

1-2 person private + 

ensuite

Respondent 17 23 Male 3 Personal Décor Quality Amenities Price Privacy

Personal 

Space Location Food 6 1 Luxury Boutique Micro AirBnb Budget B&B Hostel Campsite

Good gym, enhanced lounge/work spaces, 

game rooms, other: pool Price No Price Room

1-2 person private + 

ensuite Design

Respondent 18 60 Male 25+ Both Location Quality Amenities Price Décor

Personal 

Space Privacy Food 0 2 Luxury Boutique Budget AirBnb B&B Micro Hostel Campsite Coordinated Guest Activities, Good Gym I wouldn't stay in either No Would not stay

What about certain brands and why. For 

instance, I'm a Hilton Diamond member (have 

been for about 8 years now). There are benefits 

that keep me at Hiltons and that average spend 

is about 50K+ per year. Brand alliance / 

awareness is important for a lot of people.

Respondent 19 39 Male 2 Personal Privacy Quality Location Price Décor

Personal 

Space Amenities Food 5 5 AirBnb B&B Boutique Luxury Campsite Micro Budget Hostel

Guest Laundry

Guest Kitchen

Enhanced Lounge/Work Spaces

Game Rooms

AirBnB is preferred due to lower cost paired with larger size and 

useful amenities (kitchen, etc.) I have no interest in a hostel and 

would not group the two. No

1-2 person private + 

ensuite

Respondent 20 30 Male 1 Personal Privacy Quality Price Location Amenities

Personal 

Space Food Décor 4 3 Luxury Budget Boutique B&B Micro Campsite Airbnb Hostel

Good gym 

Other: Wellness More affordable No Would not stay

Respondent 21 32 Male 20+ 

Both - mostly 

personal Location Price Amenities Décor Quality

Personal 

Space Privacy Food 6 8 Luxury Airbnb Boutique Budget B&B Micro Hostel Campsite Good gym Price for what you get Yes Meeting other travelers

Everyone is usually so 

young/partying

1-2 person private + 

ensuite

I always search Airbnb and cute hotels first. If the 

pricing is similar but the hotel has a gym, I almost 

always book the hotel.

Respondent 22 43 Female 15 Personal Price Location Privacy Quality Amenities

Personal 

Space Décor Food 5 5 Budget Airbnb Campsite Luxury Boutique Micro B&B Hostel

More sound proofing so you don't hear people 

upstairs/in the hall

Pet friendly options Price No Would not stay The US needs all inclusive hotel/resorts

Respondent 23 32 Female 4 Personal Quality Price Location Amenities Décor Food Privacy

Personal 

Space 2 1 Luxury Boutique Budget Airbnb B&B Campsite Micro Hostel

Coordinated Guest Activites

Guest Laundry

Guest Kitchen

Enhanced work/lounge areas

Pool

Privacy, location, price, amenities. Chose one over a hotel for 

wedding Yes Activity room with games, food Staff interaction

1-2 person private + 

ensuite

A lot of things can affect my decision when 

choosing or staying at a hotel but it can also 

vary for reasons i'm travelling or the location so i 

answered the best i could

Respondent 24 55 Female 9 Both Location Price Quality Amenities Privacy Décor

Personal 

Space Food 7 5 Luxury Airbnb B&B Boutique Budget Micro Campsite Hostel

Good gym

Guest kitchen

Enhanced Lounge/Work Spaces

AirBnB gives you home comforts at a.good price. I would not stay at 

a hostel over a hotel No

1-2 person private + 

ensuite

I appreciate cleanliness and well appointed 

linens.

Respondent 25 23 Female 3 Personal Location Price Quality Privacy

Personal 

Space Food Amenities Décor 8 8 AirBnb Hostel Budget B&B Campsite Boutique Luxury Micro

Guest Laundry

Gym

Enhanced Work/Lounge Spaces

Gives you a unique experience while also being budget friendly. 

Hostels help you to meet other people with similar interests as well. 

Airbnb give opertunity to interact with locals and find the real gems 

of the area through their eyes Yes

The over all atmosphere was very fun and 

exciting. They i couraged interactions between 

guests and hadn�t lots of amentiries other than just 

sleeping corders

Not having at least a lockable 

locker as part of the room price to 

store your things

3-6 person rooms (mixed 

gender)

Having activities/places that connect the visitors 

with one another

Respondent 26 46 Male 75 nights Business Quality Price Location Amenities Privacy

Personal 

Space Food Décor 4 3 Luxury Budget Boutique B&B Micro Campsite Airbnb Hostel

Enhanced lounge/work spaces

Gym Faciliies Maybe AirBnB for pleasure but never work. Never Hostel No

1-2 person private + 

ensuite

Respondent 27 21 Female 6 Personal Amenities Food

Personal 

Space Privacy Price 3 3 Micro B&B Campsite Budget Luxury

Gym Facilities

Guest Kitchen Yes Community Noise

1-2 person private + 

ensuite

Respondent 28 30 Female 4 Personal Quality Location Décor Price

Personal 

Space Food Amenities Privacy 9 10 Luxury Boutique AirBnb Micro Budget B&B Campsite Hostel

Gym Facilities

Enhanced Lounge/Work

Game Rooms No hostel. Airbnb if staying w/ group or to live like local No Would not stay

Respondent 29 29 Female 5 Personal Location Price Amenities Privacy Food 3 3 Luxury B&B Airbnb Budget Boutique Micro Hostel Campsite

Guest Kitchen

Game Room

I'd stay at an Airbnb if it includes the kitchen and I can cook my own 

food while I'm away from home No Would not stay

Beds must be comfortable and clean. Showers 

don't need to be fancy they just need to be 

clean

Respondent 30 22 Female 3 Personal Price Location Quality Personal Space Privacy Amenities Décor Food 8 8 AirBnb Boutique Hostel Micro B&B Budget Luxury Campsite

Coordinated Guest Experience

Guest Laundry

Guest Kitchen More options, cheaper, less touristy areas Yes Cheap, meet other people Little privacy, share bathrooms

3-6 person rooms (mixed 

gender)

Respondent 31 27 Female 2 Personal Price Location Privacy Personal Space Quality Décor Food Amenities 3 3 Boutique Airbnb Campsite B&B Luxury Hostel Micro Budget

Guest Laundry

Enhanced Lounge/Workspace

Game rooms Airbnb No Freedom Secruity Concerns

1-2 person private + 

ensuite
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APPENDIX F: 
ORIGINAL DESIGN INTENT

nomads..

As seen at Arlo SoHo, detail-oriented planning allowed 

taken into consideration. 

rooms (closet pegs and fold-top desk), and integrated 

Fig. 45 -50 Arlo Soho Details



APPENDIX G: 
TRAIN SCHEDULE  SEATTLE TO LOS ANGELES
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APPENDIX H: 
AMTRAK COAST STARLIGHT STOPS

LOS ANGELES, CA
POPULATION (2016) 3,976,322

LOS ANGELES UNION STATION
800 N Alameda St.
Los Angeles, CA 90012

TOP COMPANIES1

Spacex

RiotGames
Google
Technicolor
Beachbody LLC

Activision
Snap Inc.

TOP ATTRACTIONS
Disneyland

Hollywood Walk of Fame
Hollywood Sign
Rodeo Drive

-
geles-top-100-tech-companies-2017

Fig. 51 Los Angeles 
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SANTA BARBARA, CA
POPULATION (2016) 91,930

1

SANTA BARBARA DEPOT
209 State St.
Santa Barbara, CA 93101

TOP COMPANIES
University of California Santa Barbara*

TOP ATTRACTIONS

Stearns Warf
The Santa Barbara Bowl

The Lark

-
-

2 

1 http://www.towncharts.com/California/Demographics/Santa-Bar-
bara-city-CA-Demographics-data.html

-
273fc064
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OAKLAND, CA
POPULATION (2016) 420,005

1

245 Second Street
Oakland, CA 94607

TOP COMPANIES
Kaiser Permanente
The Clorox Company

Pandora Radio

TOP ATTRACTIONS
Angel Island

Redwood Regional Forest

Nido

Distance to San Francisco: 8 miles

1 http://www.towncharts.com/California/Demographics/Santa-Bar-
bara-city-CA-Demographics-data.html
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PORTLAND, OR
POPULATION (2016) 639,635

PORTLAND UNION STATION

Portland, OR 97209

TOP COMPANIES
Intel
NIKE, Inc
Colombia Sportswear Company
Xerox

TOP ATTRACTIONS

International Rose Test Garden

Le Pigeon
Castagna
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SEATTLE, WA
POPULATION (2016) 704,358

1

PORTLAND UNION STATION
401 S Jackson St
Seattle, WA 98104

TOP COMPANIES
T-Mobile USA

Rover.com

TOP ATTRACTIONS
Space Needle

Pike Place Market

Le Pigeon
Castagna

-
tle-wa/
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APPENDIX I: 
TRAIN PROGRAM

Train Hotel Programming

Car # Car Type Programming SF Total SF Up/Down

Power

Power

1 1500

Phone Rooms 75 2 150 U M

Relaxation Pods 60 4 240 U M

Seating 450 U H

Checked Baggage 300 1 300 D L

Restrooms 20 2 40 D M

- 240 U/D H

50 1 50 U/D M

Total 1470

2 1550

Bike Storage 50 1 50 D M

Seating 500 1 500 U H

Restrooms 20 3 60 D M

300 300 U/D H

300 1 300 D M

250 1 250 U/D M

Handicap Restroom 40 1 40 D L

Total 1500

3 Co-Working 1500

50 1 50 D H

Workspace 600 1 600 U H

(2) Small meeting room 90 2 180 D M

Large meeting room 180 1 180 U/D M

(2) Phone Room 75 2 150 D M

50 1 50 U/D M

1 300 D H

Restrooms 15 4 60 D M

Total 1210

4 Gym 1500

(2) Changing Rooms 25 1 50 D L

Spin Bike Room 100 1 100 U L

Bike Storage 50 3 50 D L

(4) Restrooms 15 1 60 U/D M

(4) Showers 15 1 60 D L

200 1 200 U M
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Gym 600 1 400 U/D M

400 4 200 U H

- 300 U/D H

Lockers 25 - 25 D L

Total 1445

5 1500

200 1 200 U H

550 1 550 U/D H

Coffee Cart 200 1 200 U H

Bar Storage 200 1 200 D L

- 300 U/D H

(2) Restroom 15 2 30 D M

Total 1480

6 Dining 1500

Diner FOH 150 1 150 U M

600 1 600 U/D H

Kitchen 300 1 300 D M

Restrooms 15 1 30 D L

ADA 40 - 40 D L

- 300 U/D H

Total 1420

7 Sleeping 1500

80 6 480 U L

(3) Restroom w/ shower 50 3 150 D L

Changing Room 50 1 100 D L

BOH Storage 40 - 40 D L

- 300 U/D H

80 2 160 D L

200 1 200 U M

Staff Restroom 50 1 50 D L

100 1 100 U M

Total 1580

8 Sleeping 1500

120 3 360 U/D L

100 5 500 U/D L

(4) Bathrooms + Shower 75 4 300 D L

- 300 U/D H

BOH Storage 40 - 40 D L



Total 1500

9 Sleeping 1500

600 1 600 U/D L

- 300 U/D M

400 1 400 I/D L

BOH Storage 150 1 150 D L

Total 1450

10 Observatory 1500

- 300 U/D H

(4) Restroom 15 4 60 D M

700 1 700 U.D H

200 1 300 U H

Storage 50 1 50 D L

ADA Bathroom 40 40 D L

Total 1450

Total 14505
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APPENDIX J: 
PROCESS SKETCHES + PHOTOS

TRAIN
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APPENDIX H: 
PROCESS SKETCHES + PHOTOS

TRAIN STATION



APPENDIX I: 
PODIUM PRESENTATION

NOVEMBER 13, 2017
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Nomadic Museum

Nomadic Museum

SHIGERU BANSHIGERU BANSHIGERU BANSHIGERU BANSHIGERU BANSHIGERU BANSHIGERU BANSHIGERU BANSHIGERU BANSHIGERU BANSHIGERU BAN

SHIGERU BANSHIGERU BANSHIGERU BANSHIGERU BANSHIGERU BANSHIGERU BANSHIGERU BANSHIGERU BANSHIGERU BANSHIGERU BANSHIGERU BANSHIGERU BAN

The SHED Project
STUDIO BARKSTUDIO BARKSTUDIO BARKSTUDIO BARKSTUDIO BARKSTUDIO BARKSTUDIO BARKSTUDIO BARKSTUDIO BARKSTUDIO BARKSTUDIO BARKSTUDIO BARKSTUDIO BARKSTUDIO BARK

GLOBAL NOMAD
A PERSON WHO IS LIVING A MOBILE AND INTERNATIONAL LIFESTYLE. 
THIS PERSON TRIES TO LIVE LOCATION INDEPENDENTLY, DEPENDENT 
FROM THE IDEA  OF “TERRITORIAL BELONGING”.1 

A PERSON WHO IS LOCATION INDEPENDENT AND USES 
TECHNOLOGY (SMART PHONES + CHEAP INTERNET) TO 
PERFORM THEIR JOB DUTIES REMOTELY FROM THEIR TRAVELS.2 

TEMPORARY, TRANSIENT-FOCUSED DESIGN PRECEDENTS:

FUTURE CONSIDERATIONS: 

• Long-term temporary to permanent design solutions 

• Nomadic spirit

• Utilze larger, abandoned structures as hosts

21ST CENTURY NOMAD
ABSTRACT

commonalities within human life today. The 21st century nomad (inclusive of global 

portrays a similar transient-focused lifestyle. How is architecture and design 

catering to the mobile nature of these modern nomads? And what opportunities 

are there in interior design to create spaces that better parallel their lifestyles? 

Östermalm’s Market Östermalm’s Market 

Pop-Up Hotel

Pop-Up Hotel

PINK CLOUDPINK CLOUDPINK CLOUDPINK CLOUDPINK CLOUDPINK CLOUDPINK CLOUDPINK CLOUDPINK CLOUDPINK CLOUDPINK CLOUDPINK CLOUD

PINK CLOUDPINK CLOUDPINK CLOUDPINK CLOUDPINK CLOUDPINK CLOUDPINK CLOUDPINK CLOUDPINK CLOUDPINK CLOUDPINK CLOUDPINK CLOUDTENGBOMTENGBOMTENGBOMTENGBOMTENGBOMTENGBOMTENGBOMTENGBOMTENGBOMTENGBOMTENGBOMTENGBOMTENGBOMTENGBOMTENGBOMTENGBOMTENGBOMTENGBOM

• The SHED Project

sheds available for low-cost rent prices 

within larger abadoned buildings (London). 

Sustainable and designed to be built (or 

deconstructed) in the span of one day.

• Nomadic Museum

scale, pre-fabricated, temporary gallery 

and carboard tubes. 

• Pop-Up Hotel (Conceptual)

(now abandoned) into hotels with pre-

• Östermalm Market

intentioned materials to allowing for re-use 

following the termination of the project.  

L. Gillaspey // Thesis Podium Event // Fall 2017-2018



Following the initial stage of research, design probes were 

(mapping and making), experience and materiality.

APPENDIX M: 
DESIGN PROBES
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Results from a Facebook survey about places visited within
the past year. and mapped. Primarily, respondents were 
20-30; however, older/younger age ranges are also 
represented.

Global Experience
Mapping
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18” x 18” x1” wood slats with padded sides on one side
Arranged like a Jacob’s Ladder
Folds into: Table, Chair, Bookcase, etc

Jacob’s Ladder-Inspired 
Furniture Pack

Fig. 33  My New Bag Chair

Fig. 34 Jacob’s Ladder

Fig. 35 Stackable Furniture
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TRAVEL
APPROACH:

FIND A PLACE 
& GO

PREFERS
RURAL

DESTINATIONS

AMENITIES
NEEDED; NONE

WOULD REVISIT
FOR RECURRING

ACTIVITY
(SKIING, ETC)

PRIORITIES:
LOCATION BUDGET

CONSCIOUS

TIME 
ABROAD:
2-4 WEEKS

PRIORITIES:
CLEANLINESS

PRIORITIES:
PRICE

PREFERENCES:
PRIVATE

BATH

PREFERENCES:
BREAKFAST
INCLUDED

5-10 DOMESTIC
TRIPS / YEAR

1-2 INTER’L
TRIPS / YEAR

TRAVEL INTERESTS:
HISTORY, ART, 
ARCHITECTURE

APPROACH:
NEW

DESTINATIONS

APPROACH:
TRAVEL

ACTIVITIES

TRAVEL
DESTINATIONS:

NEW

TIMING:
1 WEEK
OR LESS

ENJOYS
MEETING

TRAVELERS

SOLO
TRAVEL

ENJOYS
MEETING
LOCALS

FLEXIBLE
SCHEDULE

PREP:
GENERAL
PLANNER

PLANS AHEAD:
2-6 MONTHS
IN ADVANCE

AIR
CONDITIONING

PREFERRED

SOCIAL
ACTIVITIES/

ATTRACTIONS

LAST-
MINUTE
PACKER

DIS-
ORGANIZED

PACKER

TIME ABROAD:
~3 MONTHS

TRAVELS
4X/YEAR (SHORT)

OR 1X/YEAR
(LONG)

REVISIT ONLY
EXCEPTIONAL
EXPERIENCES

APPROACH:
TRAVEL
OFTEN

ENJOYS
MEETING PEOPLE

FOR SECURITY

PLANS AHEAD:
2-6 MONTHS
IN ADVANCE COMFORT:

PHONE

PACKING
STYLE:

BACKPACK

TRAVEL
INTERESTS:
CULTURE

COMFORT:
ACCESS TO 

BASIC AMENITIES

GROUP
TRAVEL

APPROACH:
NEW 

DESTINATIONS

PLANNING
STYLE: PLAYING

IT BY EAR

MINIMAL
PACKING

COMFORT:
MONEY

TRAVEL
FREQUENCY:

2-3X/YR
DOMESTIC&

INTER’L

KEEPS WELL-
PACKED
DURING
TRAVELS

PLANNING:
1 WEEK IN ADV.

(DOMESTIC)
1 MONTH
(INTER’L)

QUESTIONS
• What’s most important to you in terms of 
accommodations while traveling?
• What amenities do you need / aren’t as interested in?
• Describe your packing style and approach?
• How long are you typically in each destination?
• How long are you abroad for in total (average) per 
trip?
• How often do you travel?
• What’s your approach to travel? Do you travel alone 
or with people? Are you a planner or play-it-by-ear kind 
of person? How far in advance do you plan your tr ips?
• What attracts you to certain destinations? Culture, 
food, etc?
• How do you relate to the people that you meet along 
the way? Do you engage with other travelers? Locals? 
• What do you need when you travel to feel at ease / 
at-home / comfortable? 
• What would entice you to revisit a location or do you 
prefer to explore new destinations?
• What might a typical day while traveling entail?

PROBE #2: EXPERIENCE
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Smartply (formaldehyde-free OSB) // Lamb’s Wool Insulation // Recycled Polycarbonate

Lauren Gillaspey // INTR 894 // Design Probe #3

Reclaimed materials // humble palette // LEED focused

• Easily constructible
• Low-budget
• Re-use abandoned build-

ings are a larger shell

• Sophisticated travelers can do 
good, live well and connect the 
world/community

• LEED Standards:
• 54% of materials used to design 

the hotel are regional or re-
claimed materials

• Rooms and common areas are 
decorated with environment-fo-
cused artwork

• Each room is equipped with in-
room recycling bins

• Every room has marble rain show-
er with a 5-minute hour-glass tim-
er to remind guests to conserve 
water

Fig. 36 Fig. 37

Fig. 41

Fig. 40 Fig. 42

Fig. 43 Fig. 44

Fig. 39

Fig. 38
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APPENDIX O: 
FINAL THESIS PRESENTATION

JUNE 2, 2018
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